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Mobile Phone Policy Statement
Rationale

In accordance with the Department for Education’s updated Mobile Phones in Schools
guidance (January 2026), all schools are expected to operate as mobile-phone-free
environments by default, with exceptions only where necessary. Whilst at AHS we aim
to be mobile-free and have no real issue relating to mobile phone usage, we continue to
track and monitor data relating to lesson interruption and phone confiscation.

Our approach reinforces a calm, safe, and focused learning environment and aims to
minimise distractions, reduce safeguarding risks, and promote positive behaviour and
wellbeing.

Whole-School Rule (Years 7-11)

Mobile phones must not be seen or used at any point during the school day, including:
o Lessons
o Transitions between lessons
o Breakand lunchtime

o Entry and exit of the school building

Phones must remain switched off and stored in bags from arrival until students leave
the site.

Sixth Form Expectations

While the school remains a phone-free environment by default, students in the Sixth
Form are permitted to use mobile phones but only in designated Sixth Form study areas,
which will be clearly signposted.

Areas where phones may be used by P16 students:
o P16 commonroom
o New build cafeteria (at P16 timeslots).
o P16 offices
o P16 studies 1,2 and 3.
o Bub

o IT5



This approach recognises the increased independence of sixth-form learners while
maintaining a consistent culture across the wider school community. P16 students will
not walk around the building on their phones.

Confiscation Procedures

If a phone is seen or used outside the permitted rules:
First stage
¢ The phone will be confiscated immediately.

¢ The student may collect it from the Behaviour office after 4pm that school day.
The student should remain in behaviour and wait until the phone is returned. The
student can leave school at the end of the day as normal and wait until the end
of the following day to receive the phone.

e Abehaviour log entry will be made.

o Parents/carers will be notified.
Second stage

o Confiscation as above.

e Abehaviour log entry will be made.

e Parents/carers will be notified and asked to collect the phone. The phone will not
be returned to the student.

Third stage
o Confiscation as above.
¢ A meeting will be arranged with parents/carers.

¢ The student will be required to hand in their phone daily at the Behaviour office
for an agreed period.

Fourth stage
o Confiscation as above.

e Parent meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership Team. Sanctions aligned
with the school behaviour policy for repeatedly refusing to follow school rules
will be applied.

This staged response aligns with the DfE expectation that schools communicate clear,
simple, and consistently enforced rules to maintain a mobile-free environment.



The Headteacher may ask specific staff to conduct a search, where staff have
reasonable grounds to suspect that a student is in possession of a mobile phone which
has been misused during the school day, the school may conduct a search in
accordance with the Department for Education’s “Searching, Screening and
Confiscation” guidance.

The DfE guidance confirms that staff may search for and confiscate prohibited items,
including mobile phones, to maintain safety and good order.

Reasonable Adjustments (SEND and Medical Needs)

The school recognises that some students require the use of specific devices to support
health or additional needs. The DfE guidance allows for exceptions where required for
individual circumstances.

Reasonable adjustments may include but not limited:

¢ Use of aphone-linked blood glucose monitoring system for students with
diabetes

e Devices required for medical alerts or tracking conditions

All adjustments will generally be agreed in consultation with parents/carers, the
SENDCO, and/or relevant medical professionals.

Where possible, medical-monitoring functions may be allowed while restricting access
to general phone features.

Online Safety and Education

The schoolis committed to educating students on the risks associated with mobile
phone use, including online safety, digital wellbeing, privacy, and responsible behaviour.
This aligns with national concerns about the impact of online activity on students’
welfare and education, as highlighted in recent mobile phone and screen-time research
referenced in parliamentary briefings.

Students will receive ongoing education about online safety through PSE, assemblies,
coaching sessions, and dedicated digital-literacy activities.

Communication of the Policy

The policy will be communicated clearly to:
o Students
e Parents and carers
e All staff

Staff use of mobile phones is clearly outlined in the acceptable use policy. Staff may
need to use their phones for 2FA. Pastoral staff may be seen using phones around



school for school related matters such as the use of Classcharts whilst on duty. Staff
are not to use their phones for personal use in lessons.

This is in line with DfE advice that policies must be simple, consistent, and
well-understood across the school community to ensure effective implementation.

Policy Application on Trips and Visits

This mobile phone policy extends to all external trips and visits, including educational
outings, sports fixtures, and residential trips, unless otherwise stated in the trip’s risk
assessment or information letters.

Review and monitoring

This policy will be reviewed annually or earlier if national guidance changes. The system
will be monitored and the impact of mobile phone use will be evaluated by senior
leadership team, pastoral staff and governors at the Inclusion Committee.



