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Allerton High school is at its bustling best
this spring, encouraging students to be the
most ambitious and adventurous versions of
themselves.

So far this year we have seen no slowing
down from students or staff'in this regard
From the school's annual 'Bake-off,
Celebration of Festivals, Macmillan
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Journalism
Club

Mission Statement

We, here at the journalism club are thrilled
to welcome you to the latest edition of the
Allerton Eye. After many sessions at
journalism club, debating, redesigning and
gathering ideas from students and
teachers across most of the school, we've
aimed to bring you a true representation
of all the action happening in our school
corridors.

With 2025/26's first term edition, we have
aimed to give you more insight than ever
with student-led articles and contributions.
We promise to share new ideas, spotlight
the incredible things happening around our
school and amplify a louder platform for
student voices as much as possible.

Now we need you. Whether you write,
draw, photograph, or simply have an idea:
submit your work or come and join the
Jjournalism club. This magazine belongs to
the whole school and we want you to play
a part in it!

~ Article by Millie Soni, Year 9







Meet Miss Beecroft

Runner, Reader, and Remarkable Teacher

This issue of the Allerton Eye we are interviewing
English teacher, Miss Beecroft about what teaching
is like for her, how she became the person she is
today and how she likes to spend her time outside
of the classroom! A keen runner and recent London
Marathon athlete (Wow!), you will have to get up to
pace quickly to learn about Miss Beecroft's life!

What inspired you to become a teacher?

When | was at school and at university, people always
said | would be a good teacher because | was
confident and wasn't shy of sharing my opinion! After
trying my other jobs, | decided to listen to what people
had told me earlier in my life and here | am ten years
later!

How long have you been a teacher and what has
your teaching journey looked like?

So I've been teaching for ten years and this is the
second school I've worked in and | worked in a school
in Harrogate before! | decided I'd like to try teaching in
a school that has more diversity. | teach from year 7 all
the way up to sixth form and love all the different
challenges.

Have you always wanted to be a teacher?

No, actually! To begin with it wasn't something |
thought about growing up or when | was your age. |
wanted to grow up and leave homework behind! | did
some other jobs after university but found it very
boring. So I thought | would see if going back to school
would be a fun place to work.
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What other jobs did you try?

Good question. | worked in something called HR
looking for the right people to fill different jobs and |
also worked in a hospital. There | was responsible for
looking after people who had come in to try new
medicines for fighting diseases. It was cool but it
involved looking at a computer screen all day which |
didn't love.

What was your school experience like and did you
have a favourite subject?

| found school very difficult at times like many young
people. You are trying to manage friendships and
wanting to do well in your subjects. It's possible it's part
of the reason | became a teacher to try and help
others enjoy their time in school.

My favourite subject was actually PE. | am very sporty
and I liked the break it gave from other subjects where
you have to do more reading like in English. | am also
very competitive and it was a chance to shinel
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We heard you were a keen runner!
What is it about running you really like?
| love getting fresh air after being

inside the building all day and |

think it is really good for my
mental health. If | have had
a tough day, going out for a
run helps me let loose and
forget anything that
was going on with my
day. It's also a great
way to explore
and see new
places in your
local area too!
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How was the experience of running the London
Marathon?

Very challenging, very, very, very challenging.
Training for the run was actually harder than the
marathon itself. You have to spend at least sixteen
weeks training for it which meant | could not go out
and see my friends and | had to say “No” to things

I normally would like doing. | spent my weekends
running and eating the exact right way to prepare.
It was also very emotional after as you work so hard
for it and then you get to see the results in the end.
Hard work pays off! A little bit like when you are
working towards an assessment in school and then
being able to feel proud after giving it a really good
effort.

What is your favourite thing about teaching and
also the most challenging thing?

My favourite thing about teaching is that no two
days are the same. Even with the same classes or
coaching group, students are always surprising us,
making us laugh and bringing their fantastic
persondlities into our school so it's impossible for us
to get bored.

The most challenging thing is that | like everything
to go perfectly to plan and working in a school
sometimes things don't want to do that. You have
to accept that as a teacher and roll with it but it
can be frustrating.

What is the best piece of advice you could give
to students?

My advice would be (and I think this relates to my
running as well) to make yourself proud. As long as
you know in life that you have given anything you
try your best effort then you can feel happy with
yourself. It doesn't matter what your friends are
doing - your biggest competition is with yourself. Do
yourself proud.

What Is your favourite thing to do after a school
day?

Ha! What do you think?

Running?

Yes! However when | get home the first thing | do is
get a cup of tea and some biscuits and have a little
bit of time to chill. Then, yes, it's time to get out
there and run!

~ Article by Jachin Li & Cecylia Grumula, Year 7
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Eco Club. They may sound green but these
self-proclaimed “tree-huggers” are saving
the environment, and cracking jokes whilst
doing it. These excitable nature
enthusiasts have a passion for the
environment, and an extraordinary level of
determination.

When | first went to HU7 after-school on a Tuesday
a few weeks ago, | felt something completely new. It
was unlike anything I'd experienced in five years of
Allerton High extra-curriculars. The atmosphere
buzzed with purposeful noise and giddy chatter,
laughter filled the air, and the prospect of a new
addition to my after-school life was electrifying.
Some might see just a group of students learning
about nature or trying to help the environment, but
| know better. Eco Club is more than a group of
children- it's a brilliant community in which you can

find like-minded people, people who are passionate
about change, and determined to get to their goal.

“Eco club has helped me develop my social
skills. I've learnt skills that enable me to

communicate with other people easier!”
Ally, Y8

The goal in question? To achieve the Woodland
Trust platinum award- a feat that only a handful
out of the 16,000 schools involved have attained.
And to do this, a number of tasks must be
completed, each designed with the aim of helping
the environment and reforesting. A combined 30
points must be reached to secure the award,
earned through tasks like planting trees and giving
assemblies. The club has set an ambitious goal to
earn 15 of those points by the end of this year alone.

¥ ALLYHIGHLEEDS



“You can look back, proud, knowing
that you helped the environment”

Lily, Y7

“Eco Club is a fantastic opportunity for
everyone to engage with the school

community”
Mr. Platts-Wade, Eco Club supervisor

In order to reach their objective, they plan to do a
re-greening campaign, which will focus on
furthering their already impressive urban re-
greening projects. You'll recognize the eco-club's
work the next time you're outside the new building.
They planted a mix of wildflowers and native
species in order to boost our school's biodiversity,
and maybe you even went to their litter-picking
competition in the Summer?

And that's not all they've done. So far, these
conservationists have made bug hotels, planted
flowers, and created clay pots, which help to
increase our local ared's biodiversity. They've also
collaborated with the school site team and to
plant trees in the spring, as well as learning about
the benefits of trees, and about tree equity scores.
If you're unfamiliar, a lower tree equity score
means an area urgently needs more trees.

With the King Lane area resting at 73, these
students want to match the nearby 90+ scores.

Eco Club is currently 20 members strong, but they're
always looking for more determined students to
help save the nation (or at least our school's corner
of it), and you can find out more by going to HUZ, or
speaking to Mr. Platts-Wade. It's a chance to join a
committed, funny, and green-thumbed group
whose simple belief is this: every single tree, bug
hotel, and assembly helps change the world-
starting right here, at Allerton High.

Their efforts to conserve and protect our local area's
nature are proof of their dedication, and their belief
that determination will save the nation.

~ Article by Jayden Singh, Year 11
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Think of us as the champions who voice your
opinions, aiming to make all aspects of student life
better, from the classroom to the corridors. From
reducing congestion around the building to
boosting students' overall quality of life at school.
We're strong advocates for important initiatives
such as the 'Someone to talk to' mental health
support scheme and we're constantly working to
promote all the amazing clubs in school. The JLT
prioritises student feedback, and brings your
concerns, straight to the top.

Simply put, the JLT makes sure students are heard
and the school is a better, happier place for
everyone.

As fellow students, we know it can be hard to keep
up with all that is happening in school. Thisis why
we have been taking the time to advertise our
current projects. Starting from October 2025, JLT
have been starting to work on and improve
themselves and aspects of the school. These include
improving our outreach to students and improving
students' say.

So far, we've been able to visit multiple year group's
assemblies to advertise our new applications, and
over the next year we want to continue to keep
students up to date with what is happening in our
school. In addition to this, we have been able to visit
coaching groups to conduct surveys about important
topics. Despite our successful results, we can always
improvel!

Another exciting thing we've been working on, is to
use the hall during lunchtimes. We've discovered

that the assembly hall is available during lunch, and
have been testing and coming up with ideas for its
use. The biggest idea was for a 'Gamer's Club', with
a Nintendo Switch and Mario Kart tournaments!
However, before we are given the funds to purchase
a console, we must show this would be a popular
and helpful idea. Keep your eyes peeled for more
information and attend to show your support!

Finally, we've been able to work on and get involved
with charity events, most notably, Children in Need,
where we have been taking charge of the

collection process visiting coaching groups across the
school in order to raise money for this worthy cause.
Similarly, we did the same for our Candlelighters
charity Christmas jumper day - raising money for
children suffering with cancer.

We're constantly working to improve the student
experience and ensure that our school continues to
grow into the most inclusive, supportive, and
engaging environment it can be. Together, we can
make every student's time here better. By working
together, we can ensure every student thrives!

If you have any ideas or concerns, please come
speck to the JLT. We are here to listen, always.

[ ——

~ Article by The AHS JLT Team
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INAYAH

It can be a challenge

having to move classrooms
every hour as the school

is much bigger!

JOHN

e

| think the food at high
school is much more
exciting and has
lots more options than

primary school.

HARGUN

e

It was challenging

because lots of my

friends went to another
school. However, | have

managed to make

new friends.

CECYLIA

e

School can be difficult
to find your way around.
There are lots of subjects

and more rooms.

e

INAYAH

e

Be yourself and don’t try to
change to fit in with people.

T

e

~ Article by The Class of 7LJB

My advice would be to be
kind to everyone and

Never give up even if a

My favourite moment was
going on the team
building trip to Nell Bank
because our coaching group
bonded in a fun way!

CECYLIA

My advice is: even if you
came to high school
with a lot of friends,

try to make friends with new

MURRAY

My favourite moments
have been the new
technology lessons!

JACHIN JOSH

My favourite moment is
when Mr Mcleod sang
‘Beasts of England’
to his whole class when
teaching Animal Farm!

i

My favourite thing
has been making

new friends and

playing lots of football at

break and lunch.

HARJAS RACHEL

Make sure you are

respectful to your

classmates and teachers
or it can disrupt your

learning.

challenge yourself!

subject is hard.

T

ESEOHE JOSEPH

e

My favourite thing about
coming to high school was
finding out about and
joining the Dungeons and

2 T

MURRAY

e

Make sure you have a

comfortable and

| organised bag.
people too.

i

CLIFF

e

My favourite moment has
been working hard
and getting a good grade
in an assessment |

T B T
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2025-2026
CTL Statement

As we look back on the first half of the school year, | want to
take a moment to celebrate what has been a fantastic team for
Allerton High School PE.

Our students have shown exceptional enthusiasm,
commitment, and sportsmanship both in lessons and through
our extra-curricular programme. This term, we have had
students from all year groups attending morning and
after-school sessions in record numbers. Alongside this, we've
enjoyed exceptional success in local and regional

competitions, showcasing the talent, teamwork, and dedication
of our students. It has been fantastic to see so many young
people staying active, developing new skills, and representing
Allerton High with such pride and positivity.

~ Miss Dean

Boys Football

Leeds United School Cup

ALLERTON DID THE DOUBLE

Y7 & Y9 Champions

Y7: All students showed determination battling through the
rounds to face Ruth Gorse in the final who had been
undefeated throughout the tournament in the final. With the
final score 2-2, Allerton won the trophy on penalties. Oscar
March won ‘player of the tournament’.

Y9: Incredible teamwork found AHS up against Ralph Thoresby
in the final. Arbjos Jolla, scoring a last minute equaliser,
resulting in Allerton facing penalties.

Joshua Fish saved no.5 to crown AHS Leeds United School Cup
winners.

West Yorkshire County Cup

Congratulations to Y7 (beating North Halifax Grammar 6-2) and
Y9 boys (beating Brooksbank 5-4) and for making it to the
quater-finals.

Y8 had previously beaten Carlton Bolling to make it to the next
roundof the cup. They had a narrow defeat 4-3 against North
Halifax Grammar in the final round.

Y10 beat Ackworth 4-3, but unfortunately were knocked out by
a very strong Ryburn side.

Schools Swimming ™ .

Our Year 9/10 mixed relay team were placed 3rd in Yorkshire for freestyle
and 5th in the individual medley, while the girls’ team placed 6th in both

events — an awesome achievement!

Student
Success

O Huge congratulations to Theo Songhai in Year 8,
who is the World Champion in Muay Thai (Thai
Boxing). Theo won the WMTA World
Championship title in the 35kg division earlier in
September and then successfully defended his
title in Birmingham.

O Congratulations to the following students who
have achieved recent sporting success:

Fransesca Steele (Y7), Hailey-Jo Agar (Y8) -
Bradford City Academy (Girls Football)

Jeremiah Mattis (Y7), Shay Da Cruz (Y8) -
Bradford City Academy (Boys Football)

Zac Francis-Keevash (Y10) - England Talent
North East (Basketball)

Ben Gabriel (Y10) - Selected for Yorkshire Trials
(Rugby)

Elkie Foster (Y10) - British National finalist and
regional medalist (Swimming)

Henry Patterson (Y7) - Regional Medalist
(Swimming)

O Last academic year, the Centre of Advanced
Training Dance Program’ delivered a workshop
for students in Year 8 to P16. Well done to
Holly Ricketts for successfully auditioning onto their
program after the workshop.

N
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~ Article by Miss Dean
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P16 Update

Our P16 Netball team competed in the Leeds Schools
Tournament finishing 4th notably beating Roundhay on
their journey.

City of Leeds Basketball Academy

"What a start to the season! Our academy

teams have come out strong with 1 CBL win, 3
Junior National victories, and a big Senior

Men’s win to top it all off. The energy,

teamwork, and passion on display have set the
tone for what’s shaping up to be an incredible
year. Special shoutouts go to Callum Conroy,
whose leadership and consistent scoring have
been key to our early success, and Daniel
Mapfumo, who has impressed with his relentless
defense and maturity in his play. Both players
have set a great example for everyone. Let's keep
the momentum going as we head into the halfterm
break,"

~dJ.Quinn

Cross Country

23 students represented AHS at the English Schools West Yorkshire
Heats. Overall junior girls (7 ), Junior boys (6 ), Inter girls (7 ), Inter
boys (7). All students demonstrated grit and

determination in an incredibly strong field.

Well done to:

Muhammad Abubakar (Top 10)

Noah Vigar, Ahmed Tayfor (Top 20)

Ben Gabriel, Grace Mason, Alice Plug, Maggie Newby,

Erin Winter, 1zzi Thorpe, Adam Bradley, William Cornfoot (Top 30)

Big Hoo
Tognqmleont

Huge thank you to our ongoing partnerships with Leeds City
Basketball who ran the ‘High Hoops tournament 2025’ at Leeds
Beckett University. Year 7 and 8 students took part in the Hoops
Jam festival to celebrate our partnership and basketball in the
community. Well done to all students involved, as well as P16
student Casey Lennon for coaching a team and Zac
Francis-Keevash for umpiring.

Team
Highlights

O Our U15 LSNA are Tournament Champions!!
They beat Prince Henrys and Rodillian in the finals.
For the first time in 16 years AHS became
victorious on the netball circuit!

O Boys rugby: The U12 and U14 teams, attended
Leeds Rhinos development tournaments facing
tough competition. All students rose to the challenge
and showed massive improvement throughout
the games.

O Y8 Boys Cricket - Congratulations on winning the
Leeds Schools League for summer 2025.

O U15 Girls Cricket made it to regional finals at
Ampleforth college this summer, placing
6th in Yorkshire!

O Girls Football: Our U12 and U14 teams have
both competed in the Leeds League round
robins both winning 3 of their 4 matches
aginst local schools. U15, had a brilliant
game against lawnswood winning 3-1.

Sports Stars

O Each halfterm, PE staff nominate students to
become a sports star, from excelling at
extra curricular to demonstrating resilience in
lessons. Congratulations to this half
terms ‘shout outs”:

O Muhammed Abubakar, Adam Bradley, Oliver
Broadbent, Eve Clark, Liv Cleverley, Chloe Cornell,
William Cornfoot, Eloise Dean, Bethany Foster, Ellie
Gillatt, Edward Hartley, William Horan, Arbjos Jolla,
Kaira Joyce, Oliver Lockwood, Clinton Ngwenya,
Thanvitha Narra, Henry Patterson, Harlee Stapleton,
Izzy Thorpe, Erin Winter.

¥ ALLERTONHIGH.ORG.UK



Update

The curtains have fallen on this year’s production of

‘We Will Rock You!” An epic musical about the power of music,
friendship and ROCK, featuring exclusive music by the one and
only QUEEN.

Ms Dearden, the latest arrival to the Drama Department (aside
from the new chairs!) has made her directorial debut with a
splash, by bringing the world of the ‘I-Planet’ to life in this new
talk of the school.

The play follows a young rebel duo called ‘Galileo’ (George Gill -
Year 10) and ‘Scaramouche’ (Layla Oliver - 6th Form) who are
pursued by the evil Killer Queen (Lyla Conroy - Year 11) and her
sidekick Khashoggi (William Newbury - Year 10) who are
attempting to end rock music in their alternate reality forever!

This take on communism and totalitarian rule is filled with crazy
musical numbers, epic spectacle and incredible talent from your
own peers. Cast tickets are available now, and public tickets will
be available soon. Make sure to come for this limited 3 day run,
and be dazzled by the exciting show about to grace our very
own stage in February 2026.

Mr Cockerill (music teacher and resident Queen enthusiast)
played a massive role in choosing this Year’s production. He said:

“When the music team and drama team met together to
discuss possible show ideas, we talked through loads of different
options. We wanted something where people would know the
music, and something that the older kids would be interested in.
Also, | love Queen! It was an easy choice. My favourite aspect of
the show is absolutely the music. It’s just something about the
tunes that makes it so good and memorable, so everyone knows
them.”

As the show stars older years, the Year 7s and 8s were added in
as a way to give them an opportunity to have a smaller role in
the production. But, when asked about the process of finding
the right people for the right roles, Mr Cockerill had this to say:

“This year was extra difficult. There were so many great singers
and actors, we had a tough time choosing them.”

Who'’s your
favourite
character

on the show?

“It’s definitely got to be Oz!. It's because she sings my

i

favourite song in the show: ‘No one but you’.

Of course, the stars of the show have to be our students.
George Gill, who was cast as one of the lead roles, Galileo,
says:

“My character is extremely fun, spontaneous and hilarious,
he’s extremely enjoyable to play and explore.”

“I'm absolutely loving rehearsals. The atmosphere is
brilliant and you can really see the effort everyone is
putting in. Everyone has been getting along great and
Mrs Dearden is so helpful and a great director.”.

This show brought huge smiles to everyone’s faces.

“Knowing you have a rehearsal gets me through the
day!”

~ Article by Gurjot Bhambra, Year 9
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An Insight

(Jayden Singh’s personal reflection)

December 7th. The air hummed with a low collective
murmur—the distinct, electric buzz of a hundred conversations.

Rows of stalls stretched across the hall, transforming the familiar
space into a bustling marketplace of heritage. Steam curled out

of pots of biriyani, and the yeasty warmth of challah tangled
with the honeyed scent of baklava. Leaflets, drawings, posters,
and sheets upon sheets that were filled with signatures lay

strewn on the table. The faint sound of the music department’s
singing reverberated around the cafeteria- the final piece to the

Allerton mosaic. A mosaic depicting unity, depicting culture.
Students did not just learn about others’ cultures; they were
realizing that those other cultures are beside them in Maths,
every Tuesday, period 4. Along with every other period, every
other day.

The cafeteria was no longer just a place for eating- it had
transformed into a centre of community, a tapestry of
belonging. Hundreds of azure ties bobbed up and down as
children shuffled eagerly, their mouths still filled with the foods
of a dozen different homes. A thousand things happened at
each stall: henna-stained hands pointed proudly at their work;
kids stumbled upon the syllables of ‘Vaikuntha Ekadashi’ ; a

kaleidoscope of sugar-coated grins beamed and kids who were

usually reserved had suddenly transformed into teachers,
passionately explaining their favourite festivals. This sensory
overload is the hallmark of the annual Celebration of Festivals,
an event designed to turn the Year 7 RE curriculum into a living
experience.

~ Article by Jayden Singh, Year 11

Factual Info

From the 6th to the 8th of December, the Year 7 students
eagerly participated in the Celebration of festivals: an event
that’s held in the cafeteria every year. It aims to spread
information about a range of cultural customs and traditions,
allowing students to dismantle misconceptions and educate
en-masse about students’ own heritage. Year after year, it’s
been a success, and this year’s was no different. There was a
HUGE turnout of students, teachers and parents who showed
their support for both the children, and the school’s value of
tolerance. Congratulations to those who were involved, for a
job well done. Our school’s value of trust and culture was
upheld brilliantly by the Year 7s, and they did AHS proud.
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Allerton High’s 2025 Winter Concert was an absolutely brilliant
display of talent, passion and festivities. The atmosphere felt
alive and electric, leading to a fabulous night of wonderful
music. Every act held their own amongst the talented plethora
of performances, curated into a perfect showcase of
student-lead production.

It only feels right to firstly focus on the basis of the whole night:
the music. The evening started with a riveting opening from the
Year 10 music students with a beautiful rendition of

‘Mr Brightside’, ‘Every breath you take” and ‘Ain’t no mountain
high enough’. Enough to get any weary Christmas shopper to
their feet in late December! It was such a strong beginning and
a great sign of what was yet to come. This was then followed by
powerful pieces from Year 9 students and Year 11’s alike, the
school orchestra, the choir and many more profound displays.
Then came the 20 minute interval.

The corridors and canteen were bustling with people,
performers, teachers and the audience, all mixing and
congregating amongst the skilful crafted stalls. Arranged and
supported by JLT students (Junior Leadership Team). Each stall
was fun and enticing. | got to try many extremely fun and
engaging games, winning myself a tasty collection of prizes. A
lucky winner even got to walk away from the event with a glass
vase full of Lindt Balls (the exact number previously guessed by
him). The Camp International students also tended to stalls
raising money for their trip to Kenya in summer, 2026.

Although everyone came for the evening of music, the
atmosphere at the interval elevated the night and was another
show of our strong community at AHS.

Now, back into the second half of the show! This half jumped
right back into the action, full of the talented year 12 students,
pianists, flute players, even a We Will Rock You teaser, that |
was lucky enough to take part in myself'!

All of these performances were given by extremely
talented students, whether they were playing an
instrument or singing. Next, what in my opinion was the
most entertaining part of the evening: The staff choir! The
group certainly exceeded what was expected. Just
because they teachers, it doesn’t mean they don’t know
how to own a stage! Although hard to beat, the staff choir
was followed by a crowd lead rendition of The “12 Days of
Christmas’. Taking part in the song was incredibly fun,
slightly chaotic but a wonderful unity of everyone in the
hall. It’s also important to give credit to the two hosts of
the night: Rowan and Mathew entertaining the audience
with humour constantly. On a more festive note, the
concert ended with ‘Christmas Wrapping’ and all
participants were brought back onto the stage for a
wonderful send off!

Overall, the Winter Concert did not fail to disappoint on
any level. It lived up to its reputation as one of our most
beloved annual events. Everyone came together to provide
a great performance night from teachers to parents, JLT
students, singers, instrumentalists, the whole lot! It was an
absolute pleasure to be part of such an event, | strongly
encourage attending in future if you didn’t manage to
make it this year!

~ Article by Jayden Singh, Year 11
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Christmas arrived last half term in the Geography department
where they held a bauble crafting competition! More than
twenty entries were submitted ranging from volcanoes, models
of the Earth to maps of our local area.

As the baubles were gathered, they brought the festive spirit to
the new building’s staff room. No doubt bringing a joyful smile to
all the staff as they saw students’ fantastic efforts.

The baubles underwent rigorous assessment and judgment for
their aesthetic, educational and festive qualities. Mrs Silson
herself had the great challenge of picking a winning ornament.
She decided that a beautiful star, crafted out of a detailed map
of Yorkshire, was a fitting and creative winner for the
competition. Mrs Silson said that it was a “fabulous idea to link
Yorkshire into the design”.

Other winners included Ariella Connolly, Erin Winter and Nicole
Mohajerin whose baubles encapsulated the clearest
representations of geography topics! James Morrow, Isla
Clarkson and Kiera Mistry were also selected as additional
winners by Mrs Silson: there were just that many amazing
submissions!

Keep your eyes peeled in the new year for more department
competitions to get involved with!

Did you catch the winning designs of last year’s
earthquake-proof building? The multi talented
James Morrow was also the winner of that competition!.

¥ ALLERTONHIGH.ORG.UK
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Erin Winter Ariella Connolly  Nicole Mohajerin

Headteacher
Winner Sy

Grace Mason (9IT)

~ Article by Mr McLeod




'Leeds Playhouse’s ‘A Christmas Carol’ - a Christmas cracker
with a twist.

In my 15 years of living, never would | have thought that Dickens’
‘A Christmas Carol’ - a familiar and heartwarming tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge’s journey into embracing Christmas, a tale
told a million times - would ever become a musical. Yet it is, and,
it's not too shabby at all.

Yorkshire acting royalty Reece Dinsdale (Richard Il, Visiting Mr.
Green) gives an incredibly moving performance as Scrooge, and
his shift away from avarice is subtle, but incredibly believable.
Dinsdale truly gives a performance that shows off his expertise
and his position as the Playhouse’s first associate artist, and was
deserving of the 2-minute-long applause given to him.

The diverse ensemble gives a vibrant performance, with
numerous songs such as the Ghost of Christmas present’s solo,
and ‘God rest Ye merry gentleman’, that'll be stuck in your head
hours after the show ends. Nadia Nadarajah and Stephen
Collins both stood out as Mrs. Cratchit and Jacob Marley- their
awesome performances seamlessly integrated the use of BSL
into the play, adding a visually compelling layer to the scenes.
The director put it best when she said that “they are an
incredible, multi-talented ensemble”.

Amy Leach (Animal Farm, Macbeth) returns to direct the festive
favourite, and boy does she not disappoint. Her experience at
Durham university shines through excellently, and there wasn’t a
single moment in the play that | didn’t thoroughly enjoy. Hayley
Grindle, the set and costume designer, worked wonders for the
production- her use of the stage is truly one-of-a-kind, and
would immerse any Scrooge in the Christmas spirit. Her designs
for the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come and Jacob Marley stood
out to me, as well as her control of mise-en-scene.

However, any GCSE students in the building needed to be on
their toes as the play was not a perfect revision tool. The play
strayed from the original material significantly at times,
arguably impacting some of the themes and lessons present in
the text. If you’re wanting a production that’s loyal to Dickens’
work, then 'm afraid that this won’t be for you. Still, Christmas is
a time of forgiveness and | dare you to curse ‘humbug’ at the
living baubles dance number.

Overall, the cast and crew shone bright, and the Playhouse

delivered (another) enjoyable, festive and moving story that’s
perfect for any potential theatre-goers this holiday season!

~ Article by Jayden Singh, Year 11
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Book Review:
The Inheritance
Games

If you have never had the pleasure of coming across or reading
the Inheritance Games, | strongly advise you don't walk, but run
to get yourself a copy! This young adult, fiction book is a tense,
addicting, glamorous and deadly story that will have you
hooked on the first page. The Inheritance Games is a deadly
and cryptic book full of twists and turns. Nobody can be trusted;
everyone hides secrets and some are ready to kill to keep them
hidden.

The story follows Avery Grambs: a fun, puzzle and
probability-loving, high school Junior trying her best to juggle a
complicated home life and her top grades. She lives a simple
existence with her half-sister Libby and her boyfriend until her
life is uprooted. The multi-billionaire Tobias Hawthorne, worth
$46.2 billion and the richest man in Texas, donates his entire
fortune to her. The only catch: she has never met him. Now,
Avery must adventure through the infinite secrets of Hawthorne
manner, still inhabited by the sour disinherited.

This outstanding novel hosts a wonderful cast of eccentric,
secretive and lovable characters which make the story all the
more compelling. The dynamics between the characters is
brilliant, especially between the Hawthorne brothers and Avery.
It even featuring a tense love triangle adding to the thrill of the
book. Every character has their own twisted secrets and flaws,
creating an exciting array of wonderful, interesting interactions
and extreme drama. Those within the Hawthorne family are far
from perfect but it makes for an amazing and enticing story.

In my opinion (as a happily self-proclaimed bookworm) | would
confidently say this is one of the best young adult books | have
come across. It's a perfect mix of thriller and romance, making it
a great read for eager, younger readers. | would recommend the
book to all aged 12+ due to the action and tense setting but if
someone was below 12 and wants to try it | say go for it! The only
issue | have with this book is it's extremely addicting so | would
ensure you've put some time to the side to complete this story. |
found it a fun and riveting book, that's reasonably easy to read
as each chapter holds its own within the story - something | try
to look for but struggle to find often.

Overall, | adore this book and strongly believe most, if not all
young readers could enjoy and learn from the story. Whether a
fan of murder mystery, romance, thrillers or just YA novels in
general, | endorse this absolutely wonderful book. It's highly
addicting and makes you feel part of the action. | give my
highest praise to Jennifer Lynn Barnes all who have explored
any of her fantastic reads.

~ Article by George Gill, Year 10
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Magazines-
the bridge from
gadgets to books

Magazines for 13+ year olds can be an enjoyable entry into the
world of reading- any type of text benefits your vocabulary,
language, and understanding of the world. But after reading 3
issues of Girl Talk, | sincerely regretted wasting money and
several hours of my free time.

Hours that - reflectively- would have been better spent
engaging in meaningful conversation; reading a book; or
playing an interactive board game. It is our moral obligation to
question: what are the media trying to achieve by endlessly
informing teenage girls of unnecessary gossip or indoctrinating
them with harmful beauty standards?

At an age when one is drowned in a frenzy of hormones, the last
thing we need is an unauthorised perspective on the world
around us. After 6 hours a day in school, how dare editors
overwhelm us with articles disserting social media trends,
addictive video games, and expensive fashion? The answer you
will hear echoes voices across the globe: “everyone else is doing
it”. This conformative mentality has ensured that girls don’t leave
the house without applying at least one article of makeup if not
more, because even in 2026, physical appearance is what they
believe their value is. The media has made women involuntarily
shackle themselves to a reckless lifestyle of

perfectionism.

In the school bathrooms, you will see sinks overflowing with girls
applying makeup, consulting their compact mirrors, and
gossiping about which products celebrities have recently
advertised instead of focusing on their dream career.

Magazines like Girl Talk have a moral duty to create appropriate

content for girls. However, alternative publications like National
Geographic Kids, can often create stress due to the pressing

issues of climate change, war, poverty, discrimination, or
historical events. So, is there a comfortable balance of life
lessons and desperately needed entertainment? This humble
author cannot answer definitively but | strongly encourage the
gentle reader to risk a foray into the cosmos of words because
they bring a self-confident pleasure

~ Article by Priyanka Patil
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