
Curr icu lum Overv iew :  

Y10 Photography

Allerton High School
Enabling young people to achieve success

Mixed ability 
classes

5 lessons per fortnight 1 assessment each
term

What examination are we preparing for?

Extra curricular/enrichment/further study opportunities:
Study Support sessions after school (Wed & Thurs) and half-term intervention workshops. 
Creative Careers residential trip to London.   

This course provides students with creative and exciting opportunities to 
continue their exploration of Art and Design. Students will explore a range of 
photography genres including portraiture, landscape and fine art.
Students will be expected to use digital software, as well as physical 
manipulation techniques, to enhance and develop their photographs. 
The course is designed to provide a secure foundation for students who may 
wish to study Photography beyond GCSE and will aim to:
• broaden and deepen students’ knowledge and understanding of 

photography;
• encourage independence; and
• develop problem solving skills. 

Qualification:
GCSE
Exam board:
AQA

Number of papers:
3 internally set assignments ‘Introduction to Photography’, 
‘Light & Dark’ & ‘Mixed Media’
1 externally set assignment – chosen by student from paper 

Key information:
3 coursework projects  ‘Introduction to Photography’, ‘Light & Dark’ & ‘Mixed 
Media’. During these projects students will explore a wide range of materials and 
techniques.
The coursework is marked out of 96 and makes up 60% of the final award.
1 Externally Set Assignment (ESA)
Students select 1 starting point from the ESA paper and create a body of work which 
responds to it. Students have 10 hours to create a final outcome in controlled 
conditions, in April.  All preparation work must be handed in at the start of the exam 
and cannot be added to.
The ESA is marked out of 96 and makes up 40% of the final award.
All work is assessed against 4 Assessment Objectives (AO): AO1 – Develop ideas, 
A02 – Refine ideas, A03 – Record & A04 – Personal response. Students will be given 
1:1 verbal feedback as work progresses. 
All work is marked by the Art teachers and moderated by the exam board.


