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Dear Parent/Carers

Newsletter January 2026

I hope you enjoyed the festive break. We had a fabulous Winter concert just before we broke up and
our Post-16 students organised an excellent Maecare Christmas Party for elderly members of our
community. Thank you for your support in contributing to the Christmas hampers which we delivered
to various charities. In addition, we raised £250.05 on Christmas Jumper Day [last day before
Christmas] to support the children’s charity Candlelighters.

We have enjoyed welcoming all students back this week. Some Post-16 students have external
exams in the next two weeks so we wish them the best of luck. We will be processing Year 11
applications for 6" Form this term and we also look forward to seeing Year 9 parents/carers at the
Guided Choice Evening on 19 January.

Severe weather

Generally, we hope to have made the decision to start late or close for severe weather before 7am.
The closure is published on the LCC and School websites https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-
education/school-closures or https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/ and announced on local radio stations
including Radio Aire 96.3 FM and Radio Leeds 92.4 FM. In the event of severe weather and we had
to close school or delay the start, please check for texts as well as the school website as we will send
parents/carers a text message on Schoolcomms. If school is closed, students are expected to log on
to Google Classrooms to complete the work set by teachers.

Positive Behaviour

At the beginning of each new term, we take the opportunity to clarify some aspects of our Positive
Behaviour system with students. This week in assemblies we have shared the success of last term’s
punctuality focus. We continue to highlight the importance of punctuality by discussing how crucial the
first few minutes of each lesson can be, particularly for our older students as content from the
previous lesson is recapped by the teacher to support students’ understanding.

We have also revisited behaviour expectations at break and lunch, especially on the days when bad
weather means students need to stay inside. Although it is important to remind students of our
expectations in order to maintain positive behaviour, we do also want to share that we are proud of
the way our students behave. The vast majority of our young people are kind, hardworking and
mature and we are committed to helping our students who need extra support to achieve this.

Safequarding Update

Last term, we focussed on staying safe online, and shared a number of resources with parent/carers.
Please do get in touch with your child’s Year Team if you are concerned about your child’s online
activities. Before the holidays, we dealt with a small number of significant incidents in school which
were the result of online bullying, perpetrated outside of school. This week, we having been speaking
to students about online bullying, and how it can have far reaching consequences for both victims and
those carrying out the bullying. We would be grateful if parents and carers could reinforce this
message at home and remain vigilant around their child’s online behaviours.

As a reminder, school gates now close at 8.25am as part of our ongoing safeguarding monitoring.
Any student who arrives at school after this time will need to enter via the main school reception.


https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-closures
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Calendar dates

A reminder below of key calendar dates in this half term.

Wednesday 7 January
Monday 12 January
Monday 12 January
Wednesday 14 January
Thursday 15 January
Monday 19 January
Monday 19 January
Monday 19 January
Wednesday 21 January
Thursday 22 January
Thursday 22 January
Monday 26 January
Tuesday 27 January
Wednesday 28 January
Friday 30 January
Wednesday 4 February
Thursday 5 February
Friday 6 February
Tues-Thurs 12 February
Friday 13 February
Friday 13 February
Wednesday 4 March

Ethics Cup Competition Leeds University [Y12 students]
Yr10 Mocks [Core & RE] this week

Yr13 Progress Review information sent home this week
STEM Racing KS3 Science event

Yrl3 Subject Consultation Evening [4-7pm]

Yr9 Guided Choices Evening from 6pm

Yr9 DTP Immunisations

Yr7-10 & Y12 Progress Review information sent home this week
Yrl2 / 13 History Workshop

Geography Visit to Tenerife briefing for parents/carers, from 5pm
Yr9 Careers Networking event

Yr1l0 GCSE PE Climbing Exam

Yr9 Subject Consultation Evening [4-7pm]

TRAINING DAY - school closed to students

Duke of Edinburgh First Aid course

English Schools squash tournament KS4

Yr12 Subject Consultation Evening [4-7pm]

School production Dress Rehearsal [all day]

School Production, ‘We Will Rock You’ this week
Geography Visit to Tenerife departs

School closes for half-term

Yr10 Subject Consultation Evening [4-7PM]

School closes for February half-term on Friday 13 February and re-opens on Monday 23 February

2026.

Quick links

Please find below for your convenience, quick links to key information:

Anti-bullying policy:

https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/force download.cfm?id=855

Positive Behaviour Policy [Parent/Carer version]:
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/force _download.cfm?id=124

What your child is learning:

https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/curriculum/114482.html

Thank you for your ongoing support. As ever, please contact the relevant Year Team office and/or the
general office if you have any concerns.

Kind regards
NS
7

Elaine Silson
Headteacher
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