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June 2025
Dear Parent/Carer

We are fast approaching the end of the academic year. The Year 13 Leavers’ Ball and final
assembly went really well in early May and external examinations are now in full flow. Years
10 and 12 have mock exams after the external exams finish and internal assessments for
other year groups are ongoing. However, we have also launched the end of year Reward
Trips so that students have something to look forward to after all their hard work. Operoo
forms have been issued so that students can confirm their attendance.

We are also looking forward to the Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly and Prom in late June once
the GCSE stress is over. Year 11 students have been contacted separately about
arrangements for these events.

Uniform 2025-26

Uniform requirements for 2025-26 are on the link here. There are small changes to draw
your attention to, specifically the PE T shirt and smart watch requirements. Students can
wear either the green and black T shirt or the green T shirt. Students should not wear a
smart watch as they can be used in the same way as a mobile phone.

Having a uniform means we can achieve a consistent visual appearance, reducing
competitive pressure on students to wear certain high street brands which are costly. We do
ask for your support in ensuring your child is appropriately dressed for school. If you have
any issues with purchasing items of uniform, please do contact the relevant Year Office and
we also have a uniform exchange scheme which you can access below:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2996393473964629/

Lockdown drill last week

Last week students participated in a lockdown drill where teachers talked to their classes
about what to expect in the event of a lockdown in school. The students were mature and
calm and listened carefully to teacher instructions. We were clear with students that while it
is important to complete a drill, this was a precautionary measure organised to support our
planning.

Calendar 2025-26

The calendar for next academic year is attached in leaflet form with the information we have
available as of June 2025. It contains the key holiday dates and the timings of training days
when school is closed. We will ensure the version on the website is updated at the start of
the new academic year; it can be accessed here.

We are operating a staggered return to school in September as we have done in recent
years. Year 7 and 12 will return Tuesday 2 September 2025, other year groups will return at
a designated time on Wednesday 3 September. However, each year group will receive
specific details about the timings of their return before we break up for summer.


https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/uniform/92.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2996393473964629/
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/search/calendar2/39.html

Parent/Carer Surveys

Thank you to those parents/carers who took the time to complete the annual parental survey
in April 2025. 848 parents of students in Years 7-11 responded [61%] and the key positives
are that:

Parents feel their children are happy and safe at the school [94% & 89% respectively]
Parents feel their child is making good progress [89%]

Parents feel the school responds well to any concerns raised [90%)]

89% would recommend the school to others

Many parents highlighted the strong support they received from Year Teams and the SEND
Team. They also valued Music provision, the range of subjects on offer in the curriculum and
the range of extra-curricular opportunities available to students

Some parents commented that reports would be more informative if they contained written
comments and that Subject Consultation Evenings are better when in person and for longer
than 5 minutes. We understand the points made especially the view that parents of Post-16
students should ideally have longer to discuss progress given they do fewer subjects in
greater depth. However, we feel the current system for communicating with parents/carers in
Years 7-11 also has its strengths in terms of clarifying the key messages whilst balancing
the workload on teachers. It also allows parent/carers flexibility to access appointments from
different locations when they might have struggled to get to school, which many value. We
will keep things under review.

Some parents wanted more information about how we assess and grade and what they can
do to support their children. Some parents feel our approach to managing behaviour is too
harsh whilst others think it is not harsh enough and 10% of respondents in Years 7-11
disagreed that the school deals with bullying effectively.

In terms of Post-16 responses, 183 parents completed the survey [53%] and again the vast
majority were overwhelmingly positive about provision.

Parents feel their child is happy [97%] and safe [99%)] in the 6" Form
Parents feel the 6" Form Team responds well to concerns [97%]
Parents feel they receive valuable information about progress [90%]
93% of parents would recommend Allerton’s 6" Form to others

Many parents of Post-16 students commented on the excellent level of support provided by
the Post-16 Team. The main concern for parents/carers of Post-16 students is that there is
not enough extra-curricular provision — only 67% parents agreed that there was enough
extra-curricular activity on offer.

We will concentrate on the following actions as a result of points made in the surveys:

e Change the format of the survey to add ‘neither agree nor disagree’ as an option on
all questions [helpfully suggested by one parent]

Present our approach to dealing with bullying at a Parents’ Forum meeting

e Promote our Y 10 & 11 Information Evenings and remind parent/carers when they’'re
coming up as we share specific information on how to support your child with revision
during these events.

e Provide year group specific information from the start of the new academic year in
September about our approach to assessment and grading. We will also include
information about assessment in our Year group information evenings

e Continue to review our Behaviour systems annually and communicate any updates to
parents/carers



Investigate the possibility of longer Post-16 Subject Consultation Evening
appointments to support a more informative discussion about progress

Review the content of the ‘Post-16 Progress Review’ information which is sent home
periodically

Review Post-16 extra-curricular provision

Parents’ Forum

As indicated above, we will deliver a presentation on how we deal with bullying at the next
Parents’ Forum meeting — Wednesday 18 June at 6pm. All are welcome.

Recent events/congratulations

Our Year 11 and 13 students have continued to work hard under pressure during
their exams and Saturday morning and May half-term revision sessions have been
very well attended

Our Basketball Teams have had phenomenal success this year. Both the Year 9 and
Year 11 teams are Leeds City Champions and several players were winners at the
recent City of Leeds Basketball End of Season Awards. Huge well done to all players
and Coaches involved.

Some of our Year 8 & 9 students were able to visit the University of Leeds to
experience the history of VE Day

Congratulations to three of our Year 9 students who represented the school last
week in the regional finals of the Translation Bee in both French and Spanish. Huge
congratulations to Harry Forrest, Giselle Tang and Rhia Patel for representing the
school and performing well under stiff competition. Harry managed to place 2nd,
meaning Harry is through to the national final in Cambridge, we with him well.

The Yr8 boys cricket team progressed through to the third round of the Yorkshire
Cup by comprehensively beating Roundhay at home on Wednesday 21 May. Allerton
High batted first and scored 128 — 2

A huge well done to our U15 Girls Cricket Team. They are West Yorkshire
Champions and will compete at the national finals at Amplethorpe College later this
month so we are hoping to see another trophy!

Massive congratulations to the Y9/10 students who competed at the Leeds Schools
Athletics Championships. This was AHS first year of representation! Well done to the
girls who finished 5th and the boys who came 7th.

Please have a look at the summer version of our school magazine, Allerton Eye which will
be available on the website in the last week of term for more celebratory stories.

Calendar events to the end of term

11 June Year 7 Sports Days this week [weather permitting]
16 June Year 8 Sports Days this week [weather permitting]
18 June Parents’ Forum Meeting [6-7.15pm]. All welcome
18 June Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly

19 June Year 8 HPV Immunisations

19 June Year 12 mock examinations start

19 & 20 June Headteacher Rewards Trip [Years 7-10 invitees]
23 — 30 June Year 10 English, Maths, Science and Humanities Exams
23 - 25 June PGL Y8 Residential Group 1

25 June Year 11 Prom

25 - 27 June PGL Y8 Residential Group 2

30 June Year 12 Work Experience week

30 — 2 July GCSE Holbeck Trips
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3 -6 July

Year 11 Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition

6 July A Level Biology Residential to Boggle Hole Trip returning 7 July
7 July Duke of Edinburgh Gold expedition returning 9 July

8 July Sports Celebration 3pm-4.30pm

8 July Careers Speed Networking event [Y10 students]

10 July Maecare Tea Dance for invited guests

10 July Physics Trip to CERN, returning 12 July

10 July Governing Body meeting from 6pm

11-13 July Duke of Edinburgh Silver assessment [Y11]

11 July Year 8 HPV mop up immunisations

11 July Progress Review sent home [Y7-10]

14-15 July London Art/Photo trip Years 10 to 13

15 July Summer Music Recital from 7pm

16 July Culture Day [various activities in school]

17 July Rewards Visits [some students attend school as normal]
18 July Term ends

A Level results are out on Thursday 14 August and GCSE results are out on 21 August.

Students will finish for summer on Friday 18 July at 12.30pm. Please contact the general

office if you wish for child to be supervised until the normal time.
Thank you for your continued support throughout this year.
Yours sincerely

E 6=~

Elaine Silson
Headteacher



