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7 November 2025 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It’s been a very busy first half-term but we are really pleased with students’ engagement in lessons 
and student attendance rates. We hope the positive approach to school continues in the run-up to 
Christmas. 
 
Progress Review 1 Information  
Parents/carers of students in Years 7-11 and Year 13 were sent Progress Review 1 before half-term. 
Year 12 sat induction assessments so their information has been sent home this week. Please 
contact your child’s Year Office if you have not received this information. 
 
A reminder that with the exception of Year 12, this first review focuses on students’ attitude to 
learning. Assessment grades will be issued in January based on the whole of the first term, however 
students may have received scores for assessments which they sat last half-term.  
 
The average Attitude to Learning [ATL] score across the school is 2.3, 35% of ATL scores issued 
were 3s [the highest score possible] and 93% were 2 or above, indicating that generally teachers are 
very impressed with how students are engaging with their learning so far.  
 
Welcome Evenings 
Thank you to all parent/carers who attended our Welcome Evening presentations which were 
arranged for all year groups apart from Year 13. We have always held a Welcome Evening for Year 7 
and Year 12 parents as students start a new key stage and have always delivered a Yr11 Information 
Evening so that parents/carers have an overview of the examination year as early on as possible. We 
added Information Evenings for Years 8-10 at parental request so thank you to those who attended. 
We hope you found the sessions informative. If you weren’t able to attend, you can find the 
presentations here.  
 
Withdrawal from lessons  
Just a reminder to parents/carers that all students must follow the National Curriculum with the 
exception of sex education [taught within PSE] and RE.  
Parents/carers are asked in the first instance to contact Miss Williams, Deputy Headteacher 
[Curriculum] to discuss withdrawal and then to write to me as Headteacher, if, after discussion, 
parents decide they want to withdraw their child from sex education or RE lessons. 
You can find more information about what is taught in the quick links at the end of this newsletter.  
 
Non-uniform day Friday 14 November  
We are holding a non-uniform day on 14 November to support ‘Children in Need’. Students can 
donate £1, or more if you are able to spare. All monies raised on the day will go directly to the 
‘Children in Need’ appeal. 
 
Normal school rules still apply regarding hair colour. Crop tops, shorts, vest tops, and very short skirts 
are not appropriate clothing for school. Students who are considered inappropriately dressed will be 
sent home to get changed or will lose social time if this isn’t possible. Year 11 students completing 
mocks must still adhere to expectations concerning examinations. Hoodies and/or double layered 
trousers will not be permitted in the exam hall. 
 
 
 

https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/information-evening/8046.html


       
 

 
Uniform  
Just to re-iterate, students are expected to have appropriate uniform at all times. If students are not in 
school dress for whatever reason, they will be supervised at break and lunch. This is so we can avoid 
the rest of the school community thinking they too can wear their own version of our dress code 
because they see others enjoying social time out of uniform. This is not a change in school policy.  
 
Behaviour and Punctuality  
We have spent the first week back in assemblies and coaching sessions, recognising that students 
have made a very positive start to the school year but have also focussed on resetting some 
expectations. A key focus, this term, will be punctuality to school and to lessons throughout the school 
day. The importance of punctuality as a life skill has been highlighted to all students, and we will be 
working with a targeted group who need extra support in this area. Parents and carers will be 
contacted if their child falls into this group and we would be grateful if our message about the 
importance of being on time could be reinforced at home. 
 
Safeguarding Update  
To maintain the security of the school site, all gates other than the main entrance will be locked from 
8.25am each day, effective from week beginning 17 November. From this date, students who are late 
will now need to enter via the main school entrance.  
This week we have been speaking to students in school about their personal safety on the way to and 
from school. Many of our youngest students are relatively new to walking home without supervision 
and as the evenings become darker, we have highlighted the importance of keeping safe while out in 
the community without an adult.  
As the colder weather is fast approaching, and Christmas is looming, for many families across Leeds, 
money worries are likely to be high. Some families may be at risk of borrowing from illegal money 
lenders over the coming months. We have been asked to make families aware that ‘Stop Loan 

Sharks’ has launched a Whatsapp support line for victims at 07860 022116. Anyone needing 
support or advice can also call their 24/7 helpline 0300 555 2222 or visit 
stoploansharks.co.uk 
 
Communication  
A reminder that codes and achievement points issued to students during lessons can be viewed via 
ClassCharts. If students are required to attend an after-school detention parents and carers will also 
be notified of this via ClassCharts. The notification will include the date of the scheduled detention.  
  
Admissions Consultation 
Leeds City Council is running a public consultation on the 2027/28 admission policy for Leeds 
community and voluntary controlled schools. You can share your views until 1 December. Find out 
more at www.leeds.gov.uk/SchoolAdmissionsConsultations 

A Career in Teaching 
We work with a number of organisations to train teachers including GORSE SCITT. If you are 
considering a career in teaching and would like to find out more, please contact 
info@gorsescitt.org.uk. Applications for September 2026 opened in October. 
 
Calendar dates 
 
Friday 7 November  - Post-16 Applications open for Yr11 students 
Friday 7 November  - YOLO performance for Yr9 students  
Monday 10 November  - Yr11 Mock exams this week  
      - GCSE Climbing Exam at Leeds Wall  
Tuesday 11 November  - Remembrance at 11.30am  
     - Yr10 RE Mock Exam  

Cheerleading Showcase 3-5.30pm in the Hall  
Friday 14 November   - Children in Need  
Monday 17 November  - Yr11 Mock exams continue this week  

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/SchoolAdmissionsConsultations
mailto:info@gorsescitt.org.uk


       
 

Tuesday 18 November  - Yr8 Subject Consultation Evening 4-7pm  
Wednesday 19 November  - KS4 Squash Tournament 
Thursday 20 November  - KS5 Squash Tournament   
Monday 24 November  - Book Fair 24-27 November  
Wednesday 26 November  - Yr7-Yr11 Flu Jabs  
Monday 1 December   - Gift Collection Assemblies this week  
Wednesday 3 December  -  Yr9 ‘Solutions not Sides’ event  
Thursday 4 December  - P16 Mock exams start  
Monday 8 December   - P16 Study Leave starts until end of term  
Tuesday 9 December  - Celebration of Festivals 3.15-4.15pm in the Hall  
Wednesday 10 December - Celebration of Festivals 3.15-4.15pm in the Hall 
     - Yr11 Progress Review 2 sent home  
     - Yr11 Mock Results Assembly  
Thursday 11 December - Celebration of Festivals 3.15-4.15pm in the Hall 

Yr11 P16 Interviews  
     - Theatre Trip ‘A Christmas Carol’ at Leeds Playhouse, 7pm 
Monday 15 December  - Charity Gift Donations this week  
    - P16 Mock exams continue this week   
Tuesday 16 December  - KS3 Science STEM Racing event for students in Years 7-9  
     Full Governor Meeting 6pm  
Wednesday 17 December  - KS3 Science STEM Racing event for students in Years 7-9  
    - Winter Concert 7pm   
Friday 19 December  - Finish for Christmas [from 12.30pm] 
 
Quick links  
Please find below for your convenience, quick links to key information: 
Anti-bullying policy: 
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/force_download.cfm?id=855 
 
Positive Behaviour Policy [Parent/Carer version]: 
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/force_download.cfm?id=124 
 
What your child is learning: 
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/curriculum/114482.html  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. Please contact us if you have any issues or concerns via your 
child’s Year Office.  
 
Kind regards  

 
 
Elaine Silson 
Headteacher 
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