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Within this booklet, you will find:  
 

 Our approach to assessment and how we use it to support learning 

 The Year 10 Assessment Calendar for 2025-26 

 Information on how Year 10 students are assessed both internally and externally in each subject area 
 
 
Our approach to Assessment 
 
Our approach to assessment is designed to ensure all students receive specific and relevant feedback on work 
they have produced independently to enable them to improve. We regularly assess students in two ways – 
formatively, in class every lesson and summatively, as scheduled, throughout the year and provide feedback 
following this assessment in a number of different ways. 
 
Formative Assessment 
The most powerful form of assessment and feedback is that which takes place every lesson as teachers 
interact with students in the classroom. What students understand and can do is constantly being assessed 
each lesson through a variety of formative assessment strategies such as questioning and use of mini 
whiteboards. Feedback on successes, misconceptions and areas for improvement is given verbally by teachers, 
directly to students, every lesson. Extensive research, including that of the Education Endowment Foundation 
(EEF), suggests that this type of feedback has the highest impact on student progress and confidence, even 
more so than written feedback. This is the most frequent and invaluable assessment and feedback that our 
students receive. 
 
 
 
 
Summative Assessment: KS4 
Our KS4 assessment schedule is designed to steadily prepare students for completing their final exam period 
in Summer of Year 11.  
 
In Year 10, students will sit some assessments in class but will also have the opportunity to sit some ‘Mocks’, a 
few subjects at a time, in central exam venues as the external exams will be. The majority of students will also 
sit their external examination in GCSE RE in Summer of Year 10 and some students may sit a GCSE in a Home 
Language. 
 
In Year 11 we give students the opportunity to have formal ‘Mock’ exams in all subjects twice, again taking 
place in central exam venues, rather than in class.  
 
The aim across Year 10 and Year 11 is to ensure that students are comfortable with the exam experience by 
the time they sit their final examinations. We have planned the mock schedule across the two years to build 
up steadily to ensure students are familiar with what is expected of them but are not overwhelmed early on in 
Year 10.  
 
Incorporating Mock exams into Year 10 and 11 also allows us to provide feedback to students that is more 
than just topic specific, such as feedback on their exam technique, interpretation of questions and planning 
and timing taken in answering longer exam papers, particularly those with essay style questions.  
 



Our assessments in each subject are set up to reflect the way each individual course is assessed. For example, 
courses involving coursework elements will have this reflected in their assessment grading to ensure students 
and parents/carers have an accurate picture of the grade a student is working at for the course as a whole.  
 
 
 
Progress Reviews 
Year 10 parents/carers will receive more Progress Reviews than other year groups. This is because Mock 
exams for different subjects are spread out across the year to ease students in to the more formal exam 
experience.  
 
Details of the information that will be sent home for each Progress Review is below: 
 

Progress Review Sent home Included 

PR1 Week beginning 20th Oct ATL scores for all subjects 

PR2 Week beginning 19th Jan Term 1 assessment grades for History, Geography, MFL 
and Options subjects 

PR3 Week beginning 2nd Mar Core (English, Maths and Science) Mock results and GCSE 
RE Mock Results 

PR4 Week beginning 18th May Mock results for History, Geography and MFL 

PR5 Week beginning 13th July Mock results for English, Maths and Options subjects, 
final assessment results for Science and MFL Speaking 
Mock results 

 
 
 
 
Year 10 Assessment Calendar 
Below are key assessment dates for Year 10 for 2025-26. This shows details of when students will be 
completing mock exams in school and when external exams are scheduled.  
 
Students may also complete additional assessments for some subjects in class throughout the year. This can 
be used to provide further opportunity for exam practice and teacher feedback.  
 

Exam Series Subject(s) Dates 

December Mock GCSE RE Paper 1 Tues 9th Dec 

January Mocks English, Maths, Science, GCSE RE Paper 2 Mon 12th Jan – Fri 16th Jan 

March Mocks History, Geography and MFL Fri 27th Mar – Mon 30th Mar 

External Exams GCSE RE and GCSE Home Language Thur 7th May – Wed 17th Jun 

June Mocks English, Maths and Options subjects Mon 22nd Jun – Fri 26th Jun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



How is each subject assessed? 

 
 

English 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
English Language 
AQA English Language Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 

 Section A: Reading – four questions on one unseen literature fiction text (20th or 21st century) 

 Section B: Writing – students own piece of descriptive or narrative writing 

 80 marks 50% of GCSE 
 
AQA English Language Paper 2: Viewpoints and perspectives 

 Section A: Reading – four questions on two unseen non-fiction texts (one from 19th century, one 
post-1900) 

 Section B – students own piece of extended writing to present a viewpoint 

 80 marks 50% of GCSE 
 
AQA Spoken Language Endorsement: 
Students are required to deliver a speech about a topic of their choice to their teacher and peers and 
answer questions on the topic. Students are assessed on their speaking skills and are awarded 
Distinction, Merit, Pass or Not Classified.  
This is worth 0% of the GCSE English Language or Literature grade, but is awarded as a separate 
qualification. 
 
  
English Literature 
AQA English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century 

 Section A: Shakespeare - students will answer one question on ‘Macbeth’. They will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the play, as well as the play as a whole. 

 Section B: 19th Century Novel - students will answer one question on ‘A Christmas Carol’. They 
will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel, as well as the novel as a whole. 

 64 marks 40% of GCSE 
 
  
AQA English Literature Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

 Section A: Modern Texts - students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on ‘An 
Inspector Calls’. 

 Section B: Poetry - students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed 
on the paper and one other poem from AQA’s ‘Power and Conflict’ anthology cluster. 

 Section C: Unseen Poetry - students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 

 96 marks 60% of GCSE 
 
Both courses are graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 
 

 



How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students in KS4 are prepared for assessments and mock exams by sitting past or replica GCSE questions 
on a half termly basis. We take a staged approach to GCSE assessment, by assessing students on 
individual questions initially and building up to full papers when students have studied the full content. 
Each assessment will test the section of the GCSE Language or Literature course that students have 
focused on that half term. We revisit Y10 topics in Y11 and re-assess on as many sections of the GCSE as 
time allows. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths 

How is the course externally examined?  

 

 100% exam: 3 equally weighted papers which are sat at the end of Year 11. 

 Paper 1: non-calculator paper (90 minutes, worth 80 marks) 

 Paper 2: calculator paper (90 minutes, worth 80 marks) 

 Paper 3: calculator paper (90 minutes, worth 80 marks) 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 
This subject has 2 tiers. 
Foundation tier is graded 1 to 5 
Higher tier is graded 4 to 9 
 
There is considerable overlap between the foundation and higher tier course content with flexibility for 
transferring from one tier to another throughout the course. Decisions about tiers will always be made 
carefully, using assessment evidence and with the intention of securing the best grade for each 
individual student. Final decisions about tier of entry are not made until a few months before the final 
examinations. We are experienced in making the right decision about tiers of entry and ask that you 
trust our judgement. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
In Year 11, students will sit two sets of mock exams, one in November and one in March which are based 
on previous exam content. These assessments will test everything they have previously learnt. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Combined Science 
 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. 
 
Students achieve 2 GCSE grades for this course. 
Foundation tier is graded 1-1 to 5-5 
Higher tier is graded 4-3 to 9-9 
 
Students will either sit Foundation or Higher exam papers. Students cannot mix their tier of entry; they 
have to sit either Higher or Foundation for all six of the exams. 
 
Each exam (Higher or Foundation) comprises: 

 Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

 70 marks 

 16.7% of GCSE 
 
 
Triple Science 
 
There are two papers for each of the three Sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Each of the papers 
will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.  
 
At the end of the course students will be awarded a grade for each Science (three grades in total) based 
on their scores across the two papers for that Science. 
 
 Students will either sit the Higher tier (grade 4-9) for all 3 sciences. 
 
Each exam comprises: 

 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 100 marks 

 50% of GCSE 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
In Year 11, students will sit two sets of mock exams, one in November and one in March which are based 
on previous exam content. These assessments will test everything they have previously learnt. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Art 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Component 1 – Portfolio (internally set coursework) = 60% 
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (set by exam board) = 40% 
 
All work is assessed against 4 Assessment Objectives (AO): AO1 – Develop ideas, A02 – Refine ideas, A03 
– Record A04 – Personal response. 
 
Component 1 Portfolio (60% of final grade marked out of 96) 

 Cake Fest – The first weeks consist of a project design to readdress and further develop 
traditional art skills. Using cakes as a theme, students will practice, explore and experiment with 
a number of painting, drawing, mixed media and sculptural techniques. Students will study the 
artists Claes Oldenburg and Wayne Theibaud as sources of inspiration. At the first progress 
review, students will be assessed against assessment objectives 1 & 3 only. 

 Organic Sculpture – using contemporary ceramicists and the natural world for inspiration, 
students will develop a range of drawing, designs, research pages, samples sculptures with clay 
and a final clay sculpture. 

 Hybrids – students are given a range of contemporary artists which explore the theme of Hybrids. 
Drawings, paintings, mixed media and low relief materials can be used to develop a body of work 
culminating in a final outcome. 

 
Component 2 Externally set assignment (40% of final grade marked out of 96) 

 Students will receive the AQA exam paper from which they will select a starting point. They will 
develop a body of work which will culminate in a 10 hour exam. All preparation work must be 
handed in at the start of the exam and cannot be added to. 

 
Students will receive their final grade at the end of the 2 year course in August 2026. 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
GCSE Art is assessed each term using Assessment Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4. All of the work for component 
1 that has been completed up until the time of assessment, will be collected in and moderated by all 3 
Art teachers. Component 1 is worth 60% for the final grade. 
 
Students will submit all their work for Component 1 and 2 after the externally set assignment is 
completed for a final moderation by all 3 Art teachers. Both component 1 (60% of grade) and 
component 2 (40% of final grade) will be assessed and raw marks will be communicated with students.  
The AQA exam board will then select a sample for external moderation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Business 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
2 Exam papers that are equally weighted  
Paper 1: Investigating Small Businesses  
Paper 2: Building a Business 
 
Each paper consists of questions ranging from Multiple Choice with the highest mark question being 12 
marks. 
There are two units on the course, theme one and theme two. 
 
Theme 1 comprises five topic areas. 

 Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

 Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 

 Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice 

 Topic 1.4 Making the business effective 

 Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business 
 
Theme 2 comprises five topic areas. 

 Topic 2.1 Growing the business 

 Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions 

 Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions 

 Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions 

 Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students will be assessed each half term using past exam paper questions on content they have covered. 
In year 10 the focus was on 1-6 mark questions before introducing 9 and 12 mark questions in year 11.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Child Development 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
The course consists of three mandatory units. Two of which are non-examined units (coursework) which 
account for 60% of the course. These units are assessed by the classroom teacher and submitted to the 
exam board for moderation. The remaining unit is an examined assessment consisting of one exam 
paper lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes. This is completed as a terminal assessment at the end of the course 
in the summer series. 
 
  
R057 Health and well-being for child development (Examined unit 40% of course). 
Topics include: 
• Preconception, health & reproduction 
• Antenatal care & preparation for birth 
• Postnatal checks, postnatal care & the conditions for development 
• Childhood illnesses and a child safe environment 
 
R058 Create a safe environment and understand the nutritional needs of children from birth to five 
years (Coursework unit 30%). 
Topics include: 
• Creating a safe environment in a childcare setting 
• Choosing suitable equipment for a childcare setting 
• Nutritional needs of children from birth to five years 
 
R059 Understand the development of a child from one to five years (Coursework unit 30%). 
Topics include: 
• Physical, intellectual and social development norms from one to five years 
• Stages and types of play & how play benefits development 
• Observe the development of a child aged one to five years 
• Plan & evaluate play activities for a child aged one to five years for a chosen area of development 
 
Vocational qualifications are graded with pass, merit or distinction either at Level 1 or 2. The numbers in 
brackets below are the GCSE equivalents e.g. L2P is a Level 2 Pass and is the equivalent to a GCSE grade 
4. 
 
Grades available: 
L2D* (8.5), L2D (7), L2M (5.5), L2P (4), L1D (3), L1M (2), L1P (1.25) 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Each half term students will conduct in class/mock assessments under controlled conditions in 
preparation for their external exam at the end of the course. These assessments will include previous 
exam questions based on the Topic Area(s) that the students have completed thus far. In addition, 
Students will be assessed on their completion of coursework tasks each half term. These marks will be 
added and weighted with their exam scores.  
 

 
 
 



Computer Science 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Assessment – Students will undertake two externally assessed written papers, one of which focuses on 
Computer Science theory and the other on Computer programming and coding techniques that are 
delivered through a practical, hands-on approach in the classroom. 
 
J277/01: Computer systems 
Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 50% of total GCSE 80 marks 
 
J277/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 
Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 50% of total GCSE 80 marks 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1-9.  
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
All students complete an assessment each half term, assessing prior knowledge and understanding of 
topics covered throughout the academic year. A range of questions are presented, including short 
questions to extended writing questions. Furthermore, In Year 10, they will complete a mock paper in 
HT3B which is graded out of 80 and covers theory from both U1 and U2. Within Y11, they follow the 
same structure, however, they do complete two mock papers – one in HT1b and a further one in HT2b 
and this follows the same structure as the mock in Y10.  
 

 
 

Construction 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Unit 1: Written Exam (40%) 
Theoretical underpinning knowledge culminating with a 90 min externally marked (on line) examination 
of a broad range of construction topics including health and safety, building types, roles of key workers 
and professionals 
 
Unit 3: Practical project with written elements (60%) 
The practical project requires students to demonstrate project management skills to plan for a building 
task. Students also need to generate evidence of competences by completing practical controlled 
assessments in joinery, plumbing and electrical installation. 
 
Grades available: 
L2D* (8.5), L2D (7), L2M (5.5), L2P (4), L1D* (3), L1D (2), L1M (1.5), L1P (1) 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students are assessed every half term on a written assessment on theory covered that term and a 
practical assessment focusing on key skills.  
 

 
 



 

Craft 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
The course has 2 Units/projects of work that are set and assessed by the Technology department and 
moderated by the exam board. There is now a bigger emphasis on the drawing element to the course 
that must be fulfilled within all units of work including the exam. 
 
Unit 1 - Personal Investigation 60% marked out of 120 marks. 
This component comprises a major practical portfolio and outcome/s to be based on internally set 
themes and subject matter developed from personal and/or given starting points. 
 
This component will be internally set, internally assessed and externally moderated. 
Work will be selected, evaluated and presented for assessment by the student. 
Evidence is required of how the student has met each of the assessment objectives. 
No time limit: duration to be determined by the centre 
 
Unit 2: Externally Set Component 40% marked out of 80 marks. 
 
The Externally Set Assignment materials consist of a series of assignments based on themes, visual 
stimuli and written briefs set by WJEC. Students are required to select one of the set assignments and 
develop it in the form of: 

 a personal response 

 a specific design brief 

 or another suitable approach. 
 
Students will develop their response over a preparatory period (the duration of which is to be 
determined by the centre). Responses must take the form of critical, practical and contextual 
preparatory work and/or supporting studies, which will inform the resolution of these ideas in a 
sustained focus study. Following the preparatory study period, students will be allocated a period of 10 
hours sustained focus study to realise their response unaided and under supervised conditions. 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Coursework is marked every half term where students receive a score and an estimated grade set by the 
grade boundaries from the exam board set from the previous year. Students are given the opportunity 
to make progress by working on feedback to ensure they achieve the estimated grade awarded or to 
work to the next grade.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Creative iMedia 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
R093 - Creative iMedia in the media industry (externally examined) 
 
This unit looks at how the media industry operates. It explores job roles, design principles of media 
products, demographics and how products are aimed at these. Students analyse the codes and 
conventions of media products. 
R094 - Visual identity and digital graphics 
 
Students will learn how to develop visual identities for clients. They will learn to apply the concepts of 
graphic design to create digital graphics which incorporate your visual identity to engage a target 
audience. 
R097 - Interactive digital media 
 
Students will learn to design and create interactive digital media products for chosen platforms. They 
will learn to select, edit, and repurpose multimedia content and create the structure and interactive 
elements necessary for an effective user experience. 
 
Vocational qualifications are graded with pass, merit or distinction either at Level 1 or 2. The numbers in 
brackets below are the GCSE equivalents e.g. L2P is a Level 2 Pass and is the equivalent to a GCSE grade 
4. 
 
Grades available: 
L2D* (8.5), L2D (7), L2M (5.5), L2P (4), L1D (3), L1M (2), L1P (1.25) 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students complete an assessment once per half-term based on R093 (exam unit), assessing prior 
knowledge and understanding of topics covered throughout the academic year. A range of questions are 
presented, including short questions to extended writing questions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Drama 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Component 1 – Devising Theatre (40%)  
Students will be assessed on either acting or design. Students participate in the creation, development 
and performance of a piece of devised theatre using either the techniques of an influential theatre 
practitioner or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by Eduqas in September of Year 11. 
 
Component 2 - Performing from a Text (20%)  
Drama Performance from a Text – an externally assessed performance based exam in February of Year 
11. This is an extract of text, performed in a group of 2 – 5. OR performance support (lighting / sound / 
set and props /costume and makeup). 
 
Component 3 – Interpreting Theatre (40%)  
A 1 ½ hour written exam in May of Year 11. Section A: Questions on a set text: ‘Find me’ by Olwen 
Wymark, from the point of view of an actor, director or designer. Section B: Questions on a live theatre 
performance seen during the course. 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students in KS4 are prepared for assessments and mock exams by sitting past or replica GCSE questions 
and participating in the practical exam of component 2 using the text Blood Blood from component 3.  
 
For written work students receive a score and an estimated grade using the grade boundaries set by the 
exam board in the previous year. Students are given the opportunity to make progress by working on 
feedback to ensure they achieve the estimated grade awarded or to work to the next grade. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Food & Nutrition 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Food & Nutrition 
Students will study 5 key areas: 
• Food, nutrition and health 
• Food science 
• Food safety 
• Food choice 
• Food provenance 
 
And learn a wide range of food practical skills. 
 
Written exam 50% (1hr 45mins) 100 marks - Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition 
from Sections 1 to 5. 
 
Multiple choice questions (20 marks) - Five questions each with a number of sub questions (80 marks) 
 
NEA 1 15% - Food investigation (30 marks) 
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 
ingredients. Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the 
practical investigation. 
 
NEA 2 35% - Food preparation assessment (70 marks) 
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, 
presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will prepare, cook 
and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, planning in 
advance how this will be achieved. Written or electronic portfolio including photographic evidence. 
Photographic evidence of the three final dishes must be included. 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students are assessed every half term on a written assessment on theory covered that term and a 
practical assessment focusing on key skills.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Geography 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
The course comprises 3 units: 
 
Unit 1: LIVING WITH THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT (1.5 hour exam 35%) 
A: The challenge of natural hazards 
B: The living world 
C: Physical landscapes in the UK 
 
Unit 2: CHALLENGES IN THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT (1.5 hour exam 35%) 
A: Urban issues and challenges 
B: The changing economic world 
C: The challenge of resource management 
 
Unit 3: SKILLS AND FIELDWORK (1.5 hour exam 30%) 
Section A: Issue evaluation based on a pre-released resource booklet which is studied in class prior to 
the exam. 
Section B: Skills and fieldwork (fieldwork is carried out at two separate locations, one physical and one 
human). 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
At GCSE, students are assessed each half term to monitor progress and develop exam technique. We 
teach topics in a balanced way, alternating between physical and human geography, so students are not 
taught one exam paper at a time. Instead, at the end of each unit students sit the relevant section of a 
past GCSE paper as their end of topic assessment. The number of marks depends on the unit studied. 
Paper 3 skills are embedded throughout the course and questions from this paper are added to end of 
topic assessments where appropriate to ensure this paper is equally practised.  
 
In addition to end of topic assessments, students are given the opportunity to sit mock exams in order to 
build exam confidence and revisit knowledge and skills they’ve learnt throughout the course. In Year 10 
students sit 2 papers made up of the topics studied that year. In Year 11 students sit a full Paper 1 in 
December and a full Paper 2 in March.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



History 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Paper 1: 2 hours (50% of grade) 
- America 1920-1973 - Opportunity and inequality 
- Conflict and Tension – the inter-war years 1918-1939 
 
Paper 2: 2 hours (50% of grade) 
- Health and the People c.1000 to present day 
- Restoration England 1660-1685 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students’ mock grade for Term 1 will be a combination of an assessment on the content studied in half 
term 1a that is sat in class and their mock in half term 1b that will be on content from Year 10. 
 
Their March mock will be a full GCSE style paper covering two topics studied in Year 11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hospitality & Catering 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
The course has 2 units of work.  
 
Unit 1 - a written exam where the students will study: 

 The Hospitality and Catering industry 

 40% Written examination 1hr 20 mins 
 
Unit 1: enables learners to gain and develop comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the 
hospitality and catering industry including provision, health and safety, and food safety. 
1.1 Hospitality and catering provision 
1.2 How hospitality and catering providers operate 
1.3 Health and safety in hospitality and catering 
1.4 Food safety in hospitality and catering 
 
Unit 2 controlled assessment where students research and plan a meal for a chosen customer. 

 Hospitality and Catering in action 

 60% Controlled assessment: approximately 12 hours 
 
Unit 2: enables learners to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the importance of 
nutrition and how to plan nutritious menus. They will learn the skills needed to prepare, cook and 
present dishes. They will also learn how to review their work effectively. 
 
  
Vocational qualifications are graded with pass, merit or distinction either at Level 1 or 2. The numbers in 
brackets below are the GCSE equivalents e.g. L2P is a Level 2 Pass and is the equivalent to a GCSE grade 
4. 
 
Grades available: 
L2D* (8.5), L2D (7), L2M (5.5), L2P (4), L1P (1.75) 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students are assessed every half term on a written assessment on theory covered that term and a 
practical assessment focusing on key skills.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MFL 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
French & Spanish  
The GCSE is assessed through four equally weighted papers, testing pupils’ knowledge of vocabulary, 
grammar and phonics across the following skills: 
• Listening & Reading (these papers are taken back-to-back, and include a dictation and translation 
into English) 
• Writing (students are required to answer different tasks of varying length in the foreign language, 
and complete translations into French) 
• Speaking (Non-Exam Assessment (NEA), taken around April of Year 11: a 9-12 minute recording 
with their language teacher, including a role-play, read-aloud task, photo card and follow-up 
conversation) 
 
The vocabulary focuses on three key themes, with three sub-topics within each theme: 
  
Theme 1: People and Lifestyle 
• Identity and relationships with others 
• Healthy living and lifestyle 
• Education and work 
  
Theme 2: Popular Culture 
• Free-time activities 
• Customs, festivals and celebrations 
• Celebrity culture 
 
Theme 3: Communication and the World around us 
• Travel and tourism, including places of interest 
• Media and technology 
• The environment and where people live 
  
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9.  
This subject has 2 tiers; Foundation tier is graded 1 to 5, Higher tier is graded 4 to 9 
 
 
Panjabi 
The GCSE focuses on three key themes, with several sub-topics within each theme: 
 
Identity & culture 
• Me, my family and friends 
• Technology in everyday life 
• Free-time activities 
• Customs and festivals in Panjabi-speaking countries/communities 
 
Local, national & global areas of interest 
• Home, town, neighbourhood and region 
• Global issues 
• Social issues 
• Travel and tourism 



 
Current and future study & employment. 
• My studies 
• Life at school/college 
• Education post-16 
• Jobs, career choices and ambitions 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9.  
This subject has 2 tiers; Foundation tier is graded 1 to 5, Higher tier is graded 4 to 9 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
In late October, students will sit an individual mock Speaking exam with their class teacher using full past 
papers, again with any unstudied content removed. They will then complete full Listening, Reading and 
Writing mock papers in the November exam series. A second set of Listening, Reading and Writing mocks 
will take place in March; these papers will be slightly shortened. The final GCSE Speaking exam will take 
place shortly after the Easter break, typically in late April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Music 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Component 1: Performing 30% Teacher assessed 

 A minimum of two pieces, lasting a total of 4-6 minutes, recorded in the year of assessment: 

 One piece must be an ensemble (group piece) lasting at least one minute 

 One piece linked to an Area of Study(see below) 

 Grade 3 music is the standard level and can score full marks if played perfectly 

 You can use any instrument or voice, or choose a technology option. 
 
Component 2: Composing 30% Teacher assessed 

 Two pieces 

 One in response to a brief set by Eduqas – there are 4 to choose from each year 

 One free composition – ANY style you want to write in. 
 
Component 3: Appraising 40% Externally assessed examination Listening examination: 

 8 questions, 2 on each area of study 

 AoS 1 Musical Forms and Devices (including a set work*) 

 AoS 2 Music for Ensemble 

 AoS 3 Film Music 

 AoS 4 Popular Music (including a set work*) 
 
*A set work is a piece of music which everybody has to learn about. There is one short classical piece and 
one Rock/pop song. You can learn to play/sing parts of them to help you learn the details. 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Students are assessed upon completion of key pieces of work related to each area of study. This feeds 
into more formal assessments using mock papers using exam style questions. Overall grades will be 
calculated using all three components (Performing, Composing and Appraising). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PE 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Cambridge National in Sport Science  
Vocational qualifications are graded with pass, merit or distinction either at Level 1 or 2. The numbers in 
brackets below are the GCSE equivalents e.g. L2P is a Level 2 Pass and is the equivalent to a GCSE grade 
4. 
 
Grades available: 
L2D* (8.5), L2D (7), L2M (5.5), L2P (4), L1D (3), L1M (2), L1P (1.25) 
 
Year 10:  
R183: Nutrition and Sports Performance (Coursework) - Submitted to exam board Christmas Year 10 (40 
marks) 
Students investigate the role of nutrition in enhancing sports performance.  
Topics include: 

 Macronutrients and micronutrients 

 Hydration and its importance 

 Dietary requirements for different types of physical activity 

 Planning nutrition strategies for athletes 
 
R181: Applying the Principles of Training: Fitness and How It Affects Skill Performance (Coursework) – 
Completed September Year 11, submitted to exam board Christmas Year 11 (80 marks) 
This unit focuses on the principles of training and how they can be applied to improve fitness and 
performance in sports.  
Students will: 

 Understand different training methods and their effects 

 Learn how to design training programs 

 Explore the relationship between fitness components and skill performance 
 
Year 11:  
R180: Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries and Dealing with Common Medical Conditions (Externally 
Assessed) - 1 hour 15-minute written paper in Summer Exams Year 11 (48 marks) 
Students learn about common sports injuries, methods to reduce their risk, and how to manage medical 
conditions related to physical activity.  
Topics include: 

 Types of injuries and their causes 

 Prevention strategies 

 Treatment and rehabilitation processes 

 Recognising and responding to medical emergencies 
 
 
OCR GCSE PE   
This course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 
Physical factors affecting performance (01) 1 Hour exam out of 60 marks – 30% 

 Applied Anatomy and Physiology: Understanding the structure and function of the skeletal and 
muscular systems, movement analysis, and the cardiovascular and respiratory systems. 



 Physical Training: Exploring components of fitness, principles of training, and methods to prevent 
injury in physical activity. 

 
Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology (02) 1 Hour exam out of 60 marks – 30% 

 Socio-Cultural Influences: Engagement patterns in physical activities and sports, 
commercialisation, and ethical and socio-cultural issues. 

 Sports Psychology: Mental factors affecting performance, motivation, and strategies to enhance 
performance. 

 Health, Fitness, and Well-being: The importance of physical activity for overall health and well-
being. 

 
Practical performances (04) 3 sports* (1 team, 1 individual, 1 either) – 60 marks – 30% 

 Their top 3 scores will be submitted to the exam board February Y11. 

 Students will take their practical exam in April (year 11) and will be moderated by an external 
examiner. 
 

*Check OCR website for qualifying physical activities, all external sports must be filmed and submitted to 
the exam board.  
 
Analysis and evaluation of performance (AEP) (06) Written coursework 14 hours– 20 marks – 10% 

 Completed in year 10, students analyse and evaluate their performance in one activity, 
identifying strengths and areas for improvement, and proposing an action plan to enhance 
performance.  

 Each of the six sections are marked of 20 and the average grade is submitted.  
 
 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Cambridge National in Sport Science 
Year 10:  

 PR1- Nutrition and Sports Performance Coursework – working at grade 

 PR2- Nutrition coursework grade (moderated by exam board) (40 marks) + Applying Principles of 
Training coursework working at grade (40 marks) 

 
Year 11:  December and March written mock will be on Sports Injuries. 

 PR1: Nutrition coursework grade (moderated by exam board) (40 marks) + Applying Principles of 
Training coursework working at grade (80 marks) + Sports Injuries December mock on topics 
covered so far (48 marks) 

 PR2: Nutrition coursework grade (moderated by exam board) (40 marks) + Applying Principles of 
Training coursework grade (moderated by exam board) (80 marks) + Sports Injuries March mock 
(48 marks) 

 
 
OCR GCSE PE 
Y10:  

 PR1: All theory content covered – written paper (30 marks), Coursework – average mark of 
sections completed (20 marks), Practical average of top 3 sports (20 marks) 



 PR2: Paper 1 written on topics covered so far (60 marks), Paper 2 written on topics covered so far 
(60 marks), Practical working at (60 marks), Coursework working at (20 marks) 

 
Y11: December and March mocks, paper 1 and paper 2 

 PR1: Paper 1 mock (60 marks), Paper 2 mock (60 marks), Practical working at (60 marks), 
Coursework final grade (20 marks) 

 PR2: Paper 1 mock (60 marks), Paper 2 mock (60 marks), Practical final grade (60 marks), 
Coursework final grade (20 marks) 

 
Practical performances  

 Student’s practical grades usually increase throughout the course as more sports are covered and 
external evidence is filmed. 

 All students at Allerton are assessed in climbing (filmed), athletics, handball, football, netball. 

 If students attend clubs in other sports on the specification, these will be assessed also. If an 
external sport, these will be filmed out of school and videos will be sent to the exam board (golf, 
swimming, skiing, boxing). 

 2x visits to Leeds climbing wall will take place to film evidence to send to the exam board. 

 Internal afterschool moderation sessions are mandatory to grade students, some of these 
sessions will take place with local schools. 

 
Analysis and evaluation of performance (AEP) 
In year 10, students will be completing their coursework in lessons. They will be invited to study support 
to make up missed hours. At the end of year 10 coursework will be moderated internally and grades will 
be finalised. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photography 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Component 1 – Portfolio (internally set coursework) = 60% 
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (set by exam board) = 40% 
 
All work is assessed against 4 Assessment Objectives (AO): AO1 – Develop ideas, A02 – Refine ideas, A03 
– Record A04 – Personal response. 
 
Component 1 - Portfolio (60% of final grade marked out of 96) 

 Skills based project – given students will not have previously studied Photography, to ascertain 
skills/understanding, students will be required to complete a skills based project. The project will 
expose students to various photographic techniques, genres and camera settings, which will 
prepare them for their next project. 

 Mixed media – this project encourages students to call upon their KS3 knowledge and explore a 
range of artistic techniques and processes to develop their photography work. They will explore 
painting, drawing, collage and digital editing. Students will explore the theme through creating 
research pages, edits, developments and personal responses. 

 Light and Dark – using contemporary photographers and creative photographic techniques as 
inspiration, students will be encouraged to explore a range of camera settings to capture various 
exciting light sources such as light trails and silhouettes. Students will explore the theme through 
creating research pages, edits, developments and personal responses. 

 
 
Component 2 - Externally set assignment (40% of final grade marked out of 96) 

 Students will receive the AQA exam paper from which they will select a starting point. They will 
develop a body of work which will culminate in a 10 hour exam. All preparation work must be 
handed in at the start of the exam and cannot be added to. 

 
Students will receive their final grade at the end of the 2 year course in August 2026. 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
GCSE Photography is assessed each term using Assessment Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4. All of the work for 
component 1 that has been completed up until the time of assessment, will be collected in and 
moderated by all 3 Art teachers. Component 1 is worth 60% for the final grade. 
 
Students will submit all their work for Component 1 and 2 after the externally set assignment is 
completed for a final moderation by all 3 Art teachers. Both component 1 (60% of grade) and 
component 2 (40% of final grade) will be assessed and raw marks will be communicated with students.  
The AQA exam board will then select a sample for external moderation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Psychology 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Students follow a linear course over 2 years with 2 written papers, both units are worth 50%. 
 
Unit 1 (50%) 

 Research Methods 

 Development 

 Memory 

 Perception 
 
Unit 2 (50%) 

 Social Influence 

 Brain and Neuroscience 

 Psychological Problems 

 Language, thought and communication 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Assessments reflect how students are assessed in their terminal exam, this includes a variety of question 
styles and lengths. 
 
In Year 10: 
 
In Term 1 students are assessed on Memory and Research Methods 
In Term 2 students are assessed on Perception and Research Methods 
In Term 3 students are assessed on Memory (HT3a), along with a mock covering Research Methods, 
Perception and Memory 
 
In Year 11: 
 
In Term 1 students are assessed on Social Influence (HT1a), along with a Mock covering Perception, 
Development, Research Methods and Social Influence (HT1b). 
In Term 2 students are assessed on Brain and Neuroscience (HT2a), along with a mock covering Brain 
and Neuroscience, Research Methods, Social Influence and Language, Thought and Communication 
(HT2b) 
In Term 3 students are assessed on Psychological Problems 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sociology 

How is the course externally examined?  

 
Students follow a linear course over 2 years with 2 written papers, both units are worth 50%. 
 
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 Families 

 Education 

 (+ methods applied to families and education) 
 
Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes 

 Crime and Deviance 

 Stratification 

 (+ methods applied to crime and stratification) 
 
The course is graded with GCSE grades 1 to 9. 
 

How are students internally assessed? 

 
Assessments reflect how students are assessed in their terminal exam, this includes a variety of question 
styles and lengths. 
 
In Year 10: 

 Students are assessed on their initial understanding of the topic using an introduction 
assessment created based on what they have learnt so far 

 Students are then assessed on an end-of-unit basis and have an end-of-year assessment based on 
mock exam papers 

 
In Year 11: 

 Students are assessed on Y10 content and their initial understanding of the Y11 content in a 
December assessment based on mock exam papers 

 Students are then assessed again in March based on their Y11 end-of-unit content using mock 
exam papers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


