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Within this booklet, you will find:
e Our approach to assessment and how we use it to support learning

e The Year 8 Assessment Calendar for 2025-26
e Information on how Year 8 students are assessed in each subject area

Our approach to Assessment

Our approach to assessment is designed to ensure all students receive specific and relevant feedback on work
they have produced independently to enable them to improve. We regularly assess students in two ways —
formatively, in class every lesson and summatively, as scheduled, throughout the year and provide feedback
following this assessment in a number of different ways.

Formative Assessment

The most powerful form of assessment and feedback is that which takes place every lesson as teachers
interact with students in the classroom. What students understand and can do is constantly being assessed
each lesson through a variety of formative assessment strategies such as questioning and use of mini
whiteboards. Feedback on successes, misconceptions and areas for improvement is given verbally by teachers,
directly to students, every lesson. Extensive research, including that of the Education Endowment Foundation
(EEF), suggests that this type of feedback has the highest impact on student progress and confidence, even
more so than written feedback. This is the most frequent and invaluable assessment and feedback that our
students receive.

Summative Assessment

Each year group completes formal assessments periodically throughout the year. These assessments are
always completed in controlled conditions within school and are marked by the teacher. Students are given a
score for each assessment and written PINS feedback. Not every individual assessment is graded but students
will receive a grade for a combination of assessments (for example, two summative assessments that have
taken place over the course of a term) on their Progress Review twice each year.

We must also ensure that students have enough time between summative assessments to learn new concepts
and develop and practice skills so that there is a balance between the time spent learning and embedding
skills and the time spent taking assessment.

Grading smaller assessments or pieces of work more frequently than this would be inaccurate and may result
in fluctuation of grades as students do better on one topic or piece of work than another.

In general, different subjects will create grade boundaries for the combination of assessments that feed into a
student’s Progress Review grade. These will be different for each subject and will be based on usual GCSE
grade boundaries, as well as the nature and difficulty of the assessments completed.

By combining multiple summative assessments like this, that have been spread out across the year, to give
one grade, we are able to give students and parents/carers a more accurate idea of the grade a student is
working at.



Progress Reviews

Each year group will have three Progress Reviews communicated to parents/carers over the course of the
year; the first shares information on student’s Attitude to Learning and two further Progress Reviews share
this information alongside an overall grade for the summative assessments that the student has completed
over a set period of time.

Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 9)

At Key Stage 3, there is no agreed criteria for grading or assessing student’s work so schools are required to
decide how best to assess students and what to report to parents/carers to best explain how students are
doing in each subject.

At Allerton High, we have chosen to issue a year group version of a GCSE grade which has been derived for
each subject based on the nature and difficulty of the assessment taken by students. Using a GCSE grading
scale, gives a relative indication of how a student is doing and how they might do at the end of a course if they
were to continue that subject in Key Stage 4. This can be especially helpful for students and parents/carers
when deciding on Options courses.

Grading is either based on combined scores from a specified set of assessments or a pre-determined set of
grade descriptors used to allocate a grade to a piece of work (usually used in practical subjects).



Year 8 Assessment Calendar

Below is the Assessment Calendar for Year 8 for 2025-26. This shows details of when students will be assessed

in each subject.

It is worth noting that occasionally assessments may need to be moved or delayed due to staff absence or
other events or unforeseen circumstances that may affect student’s readiness to complete an assessment.

The calendar shows the start of the week in which an assessment is expected to take place. Different classes
may complete the same assessment on different days of the week depending on when their lessons fall.
Teachers will always inform students of the exact date of their assessment in advance.

Not all subjects will assess every half term. The timing and frequency of assessments is determined by each
individual curriculum team leader, in conjunction with the school’s Progress Review cycle and assessment

policy.

More information regarding how each subject assesses students can be found later in this booklet.

Subject HT1la HT1b HT2a HT2b HT3a HT3b
English 20" Oct | 1% Dec | 2"™Feb |23 Mar | 11" May | 29%" Jun
Maths 13t Oct | 8™ Dec 16" Mar | 11™ May | 22" Jun
Science 15™ Sept | 24" Nov | 26" Jan 27" Apr/

11t May
History 29" Sept | 1% Dec | 9™ Feb | 23" Mar | 11" May | 29" Jun
Geography | 6" Oct | 1%tDec | 26™lJan 4% May | 15™ Jun
MFL 13" Oct | 8" Dec | 2" Feb | 23 Mar 22" Jun
RS 24" Nov 18t May
Drama 8t Dec 23" Mar 6t July
Music 24" Nov | 2" Feb 29" Jun
Art 13™ Oct 16t Mar | 20" Apr
Technology | Students will be assessed at the end of each technology rotation.
IT 20" Oct 12t Jan 18t May
Core PE 24" Nov 16" Mar 15™ Jun




How is each subject assessed?

Art

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Students complete four assessments over the course of Year 7:

e Portraiture — traditional pencil portrait with a focus on proportions and tone
e Surrealism — surreal object
e Print Making/Earth Day — mono prints

Drama

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

At Key Stage 3, there is a focus on developing and embedding students’ skills and knowledge of drama.

Students complete a termly assessment that builds on the skills, knowledge, and practical application
covered throughout the term. The level of challenge increases across the year groups. Assessments
focus on two key areas: devising and using scripts, both of which demonstrate students’ application of
drama skills and knowledge.

Students receive regular verbal feedback during lessons and complete three PINS assessments each
year. Grades reflect how consistently they demonstrate their skills, knowledge, and application in
performance. A practical skills mark is taken from the final assessment, alongside their performance
across different practical tasks, to determine the overall grade reported home.

English

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Students complete a half termly assessment based on the topic studied. Skills assessed are in line with
National Curriculum requirements for the development of reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Students are awarded a numerical score for most assessments and complete a PINS piece, in line with
the school’s feedback policy.




Geography

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

In KS3 student’s sit a 30-mark assessment each half term.

In Year 8, assessments consist of 1-4 mark questions made up largely from the student’s current topic
but also include questions to assess geographical skills and ‘older than this topic’ questions to encourage
recall.

History

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

At KS3, students are assessed each half-term with a combination of knowledge questions, some of which
test knowledge from previous topics, and skills-based questions. Each assessment also includes working
out what can be learned from a historical source.

Each scheme of work and assessment are based around a historical skill such as significance, source skills
or interpretations. The focus of each assessment will be different however, students will need to use
their ‘PEE’ point, evidence, explanation paragraphs in all assessments.

IT

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Students will complete three assessments throughout the year, assessing key knowledge covered within
the units they have been taught. Assessments will include short and extended writing questions,
challenging learners of all abilities.

Maths

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Throughout years 7-9 students will sit in-class assessments at a number of key points within the year.
Assessments primarily cover topics learnt that term as well as revisiting topics learnt previously.

Sets are adjusted twice a year based on both assessment data and progress in lessons. We will always
make set change decisions with the best interest of the student in mind, and so, we ask that you trust us
when changes are made.




MFL

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Students are assessed in one skill (listening, reading, writing or speaking) per half term in Year 8.

Each assessment will include ‘throw-back’ questions to previous topics, which are designed to encourage
recall and consolidation of previous learning, as well as translation questions into the foreign language
and/or from the foreign language into English.

Music

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Students are assessed on three areas in Music — Listening, Composing and Performing.

Over the course of Year 8 students will be assessed on the following things:
e Reggae — the music of Jamaica (PINS Performing)
e Intro to Improvisation — jazz music and the blues (PINS Listening)
e Music and the Media — music from radio, television and movies (PINS Composing)

PE (Core)

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

At Key Stage 3, there is a focus on building skills, fitness and confidence in sport. Students are assessed
through the sports they take part in across the curriculum, with grades based on an average of their
performance, giving a holistic assessment of their physical literacy. Students receive regular verbal
feedback in lessons. In addition, they complete three PINS assessments each year in football, fitness and
cricket, where they receive personalised targets.

Core PE is designed to promote the lifelong benefits of exercise, supporting physical health, mental
wellbeing and social skills such as teamwork. Please note that Core PE grades do not link to GCSE sport
grades, as those courses include a theory element. Instead, we place greater emphasis on students’
attitude to learning and active participation.

Grades reflect how consistently students demonstrate their skills, knowledge and application when
participating across different sports. Students working at Grades 1-3 show some understanding of basic
skills and rules, but need further support to apply them consistently. At Grades 4-5, students
demonstrate most core skills with increasing confidence and are beginning to apply tactics and
techniques more effectively. By Grades 6-7, students demonstrate the vast majority of core skills and
some advanced skills with accuracy and control, showing good understanding of tactics and decision-
making. Students achieving Grades 8—-9 demonstrate high-level performance across multiple sports,
combining advanced skills, tactical insight, and consistent application of skills in competitive situations.




Religious Studies (RS)

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

Year 8 students will have an assessment twice per year after which they will be given a grade and
feedback via the school’s PINS format.

Each assessment will comprise of a knowledge section and an extended writing section. Each section will
be awarded marks out of 20 and a corresponding grade.

Science

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

In Year 8 students complete 5 science assessments across the academic year which assess their ability to
recall knowledge, represent and analyse data and apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations.

Two of the five papers will be sat in HT3a as an End of Year assessment.

Technology

How is the course assessed in Year 8?

KS3 students will follow one design brief throughout the year and each assessment will be focused on
the understanding and application of design skills through a specific design task in each specialist area.

Students will be given regular feedback in lessons on how to further develop their ideas and at the end
of the module will receive an assessment sheet which will assess their progress and identify targets for
improvement.

A mark for practical skills and designing skills will be recorded for each design task and these marks will
be used to assign a best fit grade. A student’s grade will be a combination of how they have done in each
of the different Technology rotations — textiles, food, graphics and product design.




