
Note:

Thank you to the parents/carers who attended the in-
person presentation on 17/09/2025.

It was great to have so many of you in the building. 

We hope the following slides are self-explanatory but 
if you have any follow up questions, please email:

year11@allertonhigh.org.uk



Y1 1 Informat ion 
Evening

Welcome & Intervention  Mrs A Mellor (Associate SLT) 

English Ms R Carr (English TLR holder)

Maths Mr J Hagger (Maths leader)

Science Ms A Horsman (Science TLR holder)

Revision Tips Ms R Carr (Head of Year 11) 

Pastoral Ms T Convy (Year 11 Manager)



W e l c o m e  &  
I n t e r v e n t i o n

Mrs A Mellor 
(Associate SLT) 



K e y  d a t e s• Sept-Dec: Post-16 application process in school 

• 4-7pm, Thursday 23rd October: Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening online – invite 

to follow via email

• Thursday 6th November: Post 16 open eve in school

• 10-21st November: Y11 mocks in school

• December: Post-16 applications due

• 2-13th March 2026: Y11 mocks in school 

• 4th May – 26th June: GCSE Exams in school – NB: students will be invited in for 

bespoke revision sessions during this time

• Wednesday 17th June: Leavers Assembly

• Thursday 25th June: Prom external

• Thursday 20th August: Results Day in school



R e a s s u r a n c e

• Each year over 80% of our students get 4 or above 
in 5 qualifications including English & Maths

• PROGRESS is consistently very good for students of 
all abilities and students with SEND (well above 
average)

• What we do to help students works

• Every year almost all AHS students make 
exceptional progress … if they engage



W i l l  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  a  4  o r  a  5  i n  
E n g l i s h  &  M a t h s  t o  p r o g r e s s  t o  

P o s t - 1 6  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y ?

• Students WILL NOT have to re-sit English or Maths if they 
achieve 4s 

• A 4 in English Lit is accepted by Post-16 

However :
• Some universities require a 4 or higher in English Language & 

won’t accept English Literature
• Some universities may favour 5s. Some courses or universities 

require 6s (or higher) at GCSE
• We will support students to achieve the best grades they can: 

all we ask is they engage and try their best



W h a t  d o  w e  d o ,  a n d  w h y  d o e s  
i t  w o r k ?

• Strong teaching from subject areas 

• Bespoke interventions

• Independent study

• Support from you and us to keep students happy 
and healthy



Types of Intervention at AHS

TIMETABLED FROM NOW
• Study Plus (Maths and English)
• PSE and PE (Core + Geog/Hist/MFL)
• Coaching Intervention
• Subject Drop Ins* after school

GCSE EXAM TIME
All of the above* plus:

• Bespoke Revision Programme
• Before school revision sessions

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
• February, April (Easter) and May* holiday sessions
• Saturday morning* sessions 
• Additional courses/qualifications



7:30am, the morning of a GCSE Maths exam 
– there were four other classrooms like this!



November Mocks
Please see below mock exam dates for all subjects. 
Students will receive their exam timetable in the coming weeks to help them prepare.



How can we support our child in their 
November mocks?

Ensure the students arrive to school:

• informed and prepared (i.e., they know what exams they have 
that day and have prepared ahead of time)

• on time
• with the correct equipment

• in correct uniform

NB: NO DOUBLE LAYERED TROUSERS OR ELECTRONIC DEVICES



Core subject drop-ins 
(after school, 3-4pm)

•Maths: Tues and Wed

•English: Tues

•Science: Thurs



We  s e e  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  
s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  

b e t w e e n :

Teachers
Students
Parents



GCSE English Literature and 
English Language

Ms R Carr  
(Engl ish TLR holder)



• The GCSE grades will come from exams only.  There is no 
coursework element to GCSE English. 

• There are four exams to be taken altogether: 
Two in English Language and two in English Literature.

• All students follow the same schemes of learning and sit 
the same exams; there are no higher or foundation tiers. 

• Our exam board is AQA.

In Y10 and Y11, students work towards 2 GCSEs:
English Language and English Literature



Section A: Reading
 4 reading questions on one unseen fiction text.

(40 marks)

Paper 1
Creative reading 
and writing

1 hour 45 mins
50% of GCSE

Section B: Writing
 One extended creative writing piece.

(40 marks)

English Language

Section A: Reading
 4 reading questions on one non-fiction and one pre-1900 

literary non-fiction text. Both unseen.
(40 marks)

Paper 2
Writers’ 
viewpoints and 
perspectives

1 hour 45 mins
50% of GCSE

Section B: Writing
 One writing piece to present a viewpoint.

(40 marks)



English Language Paper 1: reading

- Students need to be able to sustain reading concentration for at 
least 15minutes

- They also need to have good reading comprehension and 
analytical skills

- NB: Even if your child has a reader as part of their access 
requirements, the reader cannot read the text – or the questions -
to them

- So: encourage reading, remove their phone/devices when 
reading, expose to new vocabulary and cultural knowledge



Supporting English Language Paper 2

“ravine”

“viaduct”

“traversed”

- Same tips as before but also: non-fiction 
reading – and ideally on paper, not electronic



English Language Papers: writ ing

40/80 marks on each paper 
HALF of  the English Language GCSE 

= writing ski l ls



English Literature Paper 1



Paper 1 (1 hour 45) 
Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel

Section A – Macbeth
One essay question on Macbeth. Closed book, 
but you will be given an extract to refer to in 

your response.
30 marks + 4 marks (AO4)

Section B - A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens

One essay question on A Christmas Carol. 
Closed book but you will be given an extract to 

refer to in your response.
30 marks

Total marks = 64

English Literature Paper 1



English Literature Paper 2
Paper 2 (2 hours 15) 

Modern Texts
Section A – An Inspector Calls

One essay question from a choice of two 
questions. Closed book and no extract.

30 + 4 marks (AO4)

Power and Conflict Anthology Poetry
One comparative essay. You will be asked to 

explore a theme in one named poem and 
one of your own selection.

30 marks

Section B – Unseen Poetry
One extended analysis of an unseen poem 

(24 marks) and a short comparison between 
two unseen poems (8 marks).

32 marks
Total marks = 96



• Need a grade 6 in the respective GCSE
• Currently 2x Y12 English Language; 1x English 

Literature

English A-Levels



• Homework
• Removing electronic devices 
• Supporting your child to know the set Literature 

texts
• Wider reading, focusing on exposure to vocabulary 

and cultural knowledge

• The English Department is full of passionate English 
teachers – please help encourage that enthusiasm! 

We can’t go far wrong if:



GCSE Mathematics
Mr J Hagger

(Maths Curriculum Team Leader)



GCSE Maths

Our course is 100% exam. EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Students take three exams at the end of the year:

Paper 1 Non Calc  /  Paper 2 Calc  /  Paper 3 Calc

Each paper is 1 hour 30 mins long and worth 80 marks.

Scores for all 3 papers are added together to calculate the 
overall GCSE Maths grade.
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Most of our students will sit the Higher tier (Sets 1a, 1b, 2a & 2b) 
and some will sit the Foundation tier (Sets 3a & 3b)

Students may change set and/or tiers throughout this year.
We will contact you if this is the case. 

Our schemes of work ensure that topics that overlap are 
covered in all sets so that the above is not a problem.

Careful consideration is given to setting and tiers.

We make a final judgment after our March mocks about which tier 
we feel is best for every student.

Tiers



What do we do to help?





How can you help?
o Trust our judgement with regards to setting and tiers 

o Ensure students bring their scientific calculator to school (EVERY DAY)

o Ask the students about their homework and check in that they have done 
them. 

o Encourage revision from now if they have not already started. Maths is all 
about doing. Reading revision notes is not a productive use of time. 
Students need to be working on multiple questions little and often and 
checking their answers as they go.

The following websites are the most useful for Maths Revision:
www.sites.google.com/allertonhigh.org.uk/gcsemaths

www.corbettmaths.co.uk www.onmaths.co.uk
www.mathsgenie.co.uk www.drfrostmaths.co.uk



“I was never very 
good at Maths…”

Anyone can learn with hard work, give it a go!

Let’s work through it together, I can try and help!

Have you been to Maths Drop In to get some help?

Did you write down notes in the lesson? 

Have you watched any videos on Corbett 
Maths?Don’t forget to let your teacher 

know that you struggled with that 
homework! It takes time for it to click but… it will!



Moving on and up…

GCSE Maths 
Requirement

Post 16 Course

7A-Level Maths
8A-Level Further Maths
6Level 3 Core Maths*

In Year 12, we currently have:

• 3 A-Level Maths classes (roughly 60 students)
• 1 A-Level Further Maths class



Further Questions?

Please do not hesitate to get in contact:

Mr J Hagger haggerj@allertonhigh.org.uk
(Maths Curriculum Team Leader)

Miss. H. Luty - lutyh@allertonhigh.org.uk
(Year 12 & 13 Maths Co-ordinator)



GCSE Science
Ms A Horsman

(Science TLR holder)



What can success in science do 
for my child?

• Keep Post 16 Options open
• Ensure access to universities including Russell Group & 

Oxbridge
• Provide value to future employers in a competitive job 

market
• STEM related careers is the UK’s fastest growing job 

market
• Show ability to perform in a range of subjects with 

transferrable skills



Assessment – Combined Science 
► 6 exams at the end of Year 11 
► Graded 9-1 system and worth two GCSEs

Paper 2 (50%, 70 marks)Paper 1 (50%, 70 
marks)

B5-7B1-4Biology 

C6-10C1-5Chemistry 

P5-7P1-4Physics 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response 
questions 
Questions on required practicals are embedded throughout the 6 papers 
Mathematics skills  - Biology (10%), Chemistry (20%) and Physics (30%)



Assessment – Triple Science 
► 6 exams at the end of Year 11 
► Graded 9-1 system and worth three GCSEs 

Paper 2 (50%, 100 marks)Paper 1 (50%, 100 
marks)

B5-7B1-4Biology 

C6-10C1-5Chemistry 

P5-8P1-4Physics 

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response 
questions 
Questions on required practicals are embedded throughout the 6 
papers 
Mathematics skills  - Biology (10%), Chemistry (20%) and Physics 
(30%)



GCSE Combined Science Specification

Where will the grades come from with there 
being 6 exam papers on Combined Science? 

6 Papers
Each has 70 marks, 

Total available score = 420

Grades to be awarded on a 17 point scale: -

Foundation 
Lowest Grade = 1-1
Highest Grade = 5-5

Higher 
Lowest Grade = 4-3
Highest Grade = 9-9



GCSE Triple Science Specification

Where will the grades come from with there 
being 6 exam papers on Triple Science? 

6 Papers
Each has 100 marks, 

Total available score = 200 (per science)

Grades are awarded per science 

Foundation 
Lowest Grade = 1
Highest Grade = 5

Higher 
Lowest Grade = 4
Highest Grade = 9



Moving on and up…

GCSE maths 
requirement 

GCSE Triple
Science

Requirement

GCSE 
Combined

Science
Requirement

Post 16 Course

677-6A-Level Biology
677-6A-Level Chemistry
777-6A-Level Physics 

6 or 7 7 (in the 
corresponding 

sciences)

7-72 or 3 A level sciences

55 (biology)5-5WJEC medical sciences*

* Also requires a grade 5 in English Language



Support from Home, What can you do?

• Recall will be important – questioning students 
on key terms and physics formulas

• Encourage them to use the resources 
available – Science revision website, Seneca 
learning and question workbooks 

• Find a quiet space that students can work in at 
home – the less distractions the better!





Recommended  equipment



Revision tips
Ms R Carr 

(Head of Year 11)



Why are your children revising?

To get into the sixth form/A-level subjects they want?

To help them get their dream job?

To give them flexibility in their choices in the future?

To prove it to themselves that they can?

To make themselves proud? You as parents/carers proud? Their 
teachers proud?



“It is virtually impossible to become 
proficient at a mental task without 

extended practice” 
Daniel T. Willingham



Students mistake reading 
for revision

Revision should be 
active, not 

passive!

We’re drawn to ways of 
studying that feel good but 
are actually quite poor at 

helping us learn.

Common revision 
strategies:

• Reading through class 
notes/revision guides

• Re-writing notes

• Highlighting key 
words



Retrieval practice is a strategy where we 
focus on getting information out.

It is the act of trying to recall information without having 
it in front of you.



Each minute 
spent highlighting 
or re-reading is 60 
seconds not doing 
something more 

effective





Ebbinghaus forgetting curve. 

Ebbinghaus forgetting curve. 



The beauty of planning
A good revision plan helps to:

• Ensure there is sufficient time to cover everything

• Split revision into manageable chunks with re-visiting time

• Prioritise - early exams/tricky subjects/topics

• Reduce stress - students feel in control

• Make learning efficient – no time wasted deciding what to do 

each session.



Other important 
considerations

Encourage your 
children to make 

smart decisions about 
their study 

environment

Minimise distractions
e.g. mobile phones, 

music, friends–
procrastination wastes 

valuable time

Reward with breaks & 
healthy snacks and 

encourage your children to 
go outside for exercise and 

fresh air

Make your children are 
getting enough sleep. 

Sleep is essential for our 
brains to consolidate 

learning.



Pastoral Support



A t t e n d a n c e  i s  c r u c i a l
Students should be at school every day, on time

Difference between these two students is 225minutes
If this carried on for the rest of the half term, the difference is 

1125minutes



• You’re emailing Rebecca Carr (Head of Year 11) and Tina 
Convy (Y11 Manager and Senior Designated Safeguarding 
Officer)

• We then triage your query
• Sometimes we delegate to Alex Smuts (Y11 Coach)

Between us, we have lots of experience and can help:
- Provide support
- Point you in the right direction
- Refer you on

y e a r 1 1 @ a l l e r t o n h i g h . o r g . u k
– w h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n ?



Study support

Intervention

Punctuality club

After school subject drop ins
Holiday revision sessions

Parent/carer meetings

Additional qualifications

Coaching sessions Careers advice 

Well-being focus groups
Behaviour monitoring

Holiday well-being 
drop ins

H o w  w i l l  w e  h e l p ?



Thank you for coming and for your 
attention – we hope it’s been useful

Short opportunity to ask questions
7 - 7:15pm


