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Within this booklet, you will find:
e Our approach to assessment and how we use it to support learning

e The Year 11 Assessment Calendar for 2025-26
e Information on how Year 11 students are assessed both internally and externally in each subject area

Our approach to Assessment

Our approach to assessment is designed to ensure all students receive specific and relevant feedback on work
they have produced independently to enable them to improve. We regularly assess students in two ways —
formatively, in class every lesson and summatively, as scheduled, throughout the year and provide feedback
following this assessment in a number of different ways.

Formative Assessment

The most powerful form of assessment and feedback is that which takes place every lesson as teachers
interact with students in the classroom. What students understand and can do is constantly being assessed
each lesson through a variety of formative assessment strategies such as questioning and use of mini
whiteboards. Feedback on successes, misconceptions and areas for improvement is given verbally by teachers,
directly to students, every lesson. Extensive research, including that of the Education Endowment Foundation
(EEF), suggests that this type of feedback has the highest impact on student progress and confidence, even
more so than written feedback. This is the most frequent and invaluable assessment and feedback that our
“students receive.

Summative Assessment: Year 11
Our KS4 assessment schedule is designed to steadily prepare students for completing their final exam period
in Summer of Year 11.

Students have sat Year 10 exams in most subjects and then in Year 11 we give students the opportunity to
have formal ‘Mock’ exams twice. These Mocks take place in central exam venues as the external exams will
be, rather than in class. The aim is to ensure that students are comfortable with the experience by the time
they sit their final exams.

This also allows us to provide feedback to students that is more than just topic specific, such as feedback on
their exam technique, interpretation of questions and planning and timing taken in answering longer exam
papers, particularly those with essay style questions.

Our assessments in each subject are set up to reflect the way each individual course is assessed. For example
courses involving coursework elements will have this reflected in their assessment grading to ensure students
and parents/carers have an accurate picture of the grade a student is working at for the course as a whole.



Progress Reviews
Year 11 parents/carers will receive 3 Progress Reviews. One in October which is an Attitude to Learning (ATL)
score, then in December (reporting November mock grades) and April (reporting March mock grades).

Year 11 Assessment Calendar
Below are key assessment dates for Year 11 for 2025-26. This shows details of when students will be
completing mock exams in school and when external exams are scheduled.

Students may also complete additional assessments for some subjects in class throughout the year. This can
be used to provide further opportunity for exam practice and teacher feedback.

Exam Series Begins Ends
November Mocks Mon 10" Nov Tues 25%" Nov
March Mocks Mon 2" Mar Fri 13t Mar
MFL Final Speaking Exams Tues 215 Apr Fri 15t May
External Exams Thurs 7t May Wed 17% Jun




November Mocks

Year 11 students will complete their first set of mock exams in November 2025. The draft schedule for this
mock series is included below.
More details on these mock exams will be shared with parents/carers and students nearer the time.
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