
 

 

February 2025 

 

Dear Parent/Carers 

 

Matilda 

I hope you managed to see the wonderful production of Matilda just before half-term. It was a sell-

out each night and rightly so. The KS3 cast was amazing and each performance was inspirational. 

Congratulations to all involved and huge thanks to the members of staff who gave up so much of 

their time to support our talented young people: Mrs Coy, Ms Myers, Mr Cockerill, Mrs Mayger, Ms 

Henesy, Mrs Trent, Miss Aymer-Jeffrey, Miss Thwaite and Mr Loughrey and all those who 

volunteered behind the scenes.  

Post-16 Transport Policy [Leeds City Council] 

We have been asked by Leeds City Council to make you aware that the revised Children and Young 

Peoples Transport Policy for the 2025/26 academic year is now available for you to view. 

Please find a link to the policy, alongside some questions and answers relating to the changes, on 

the Post-16 transport policy review webpage. 

Post-16 exam results publication 

The Department for Education [DfE] has now published Post-16 performance tables for 2024. We 

are delighted to confirm that our Year 13 achieved the highest A Level Value Added score of all Post-

16 cohorts in the city [which includes private/independent providers and sixth form colleges], 

placing them in top 3% nationally. Value Added indicates the progress students have made since 

GCSE and given their GCSE results were exceptional, achieving such high Value Added is remarkable.  

Student attainment was equally strong. Allerton’s best 3 A Level Average Points score was the 

highest in the city and in the top 2% nationally, as was the proportion of students achieving grades 

AAB or higher in facilitating subjects. The average grade achieved at A Level was a B with 40% of 

grades being A or A* and in vocational qualifications the average grade was a Distinction- 

Students performed exceptionally well across a wide range of qualifications meaning the vast 

majority were able to secure their preferred Post-18 pathway. Further detail is available on the 

government compare schools site here. 

Cafeteria provision 

Thank you to those parents/carers who completed a survey on food and service in the cafeteria at 

the end of the autumn term. The headline figures and draft action points [currently being finalised 

with staff and students] are available on the website here.  

 

 

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/consultations-and-feedback/post-16-transport-policy-review
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/108057/allerton-high-school/16-to-18
https://www.allertonhigh.org.uk/search/chartwells/114.html


 

Behaviour 

Assemblies during the first week back after the half term break have included key messages about 

behaviour expectations for all year groups. The vast majority of our students behave very well in 

school and the half termly resetting of expectations helps to maintain that standards we want to see 

from all.  

Students have been reminded that they are expected to ‘Stop, listen and Respond’ in a polite 

manner if spoken to by staff around school. The importance of being in the correct areas during 

social times has also been highlighted. Expectations about wearing school uniform appropriately 

have been reiterated. We have reminded students that we will confiscate jewellery that is not 

allowed to be worn in school. Students have also been reminded that school trousers should be 

worn appropriately and undergarments should not be visible. Students who are struggling to do this 

may be asked to wear a belt.  

Uniform Summer 2025 

Last year, students asked us to introduce a summer version of our uniform which can be worn after 

Easter so we added the option of unisex black shorts to our current dress code for the summer term. 

The shorts are to be sourced directly from school and cannot be sourced from other suppliers.  

Our summer dress code now asks that students wear:  

• a white shirt [which has the option of being short-sleeved] 

• a year group tie 

• AHS green jumper [which may be removed during the summer term] 

• either black tailored trousers, an AHS green school skirt or AHS black tailored shorts 

[optional and purchased from school] 

For students who are interested in wearing the optional shorts, parents/carers can order them 

directly from school via Parentpay from Monday 17 March. The shorts are available in a range of 

sizes, from age 9-10 up to waistband size 40” and cost £13.30. Please note the shorts are on pre-

order and not available the next day as all other Parentpay items. Once ordered please allow up to 

ten days for delivery. We appreciate uniform is expensive so please contact our Business Manager, 

Mrs Hameed, to discuss your circumstances in confidence if you are experiencing financial hardship, 

as we might be able to offer assistance and we do have a uniform sharing service [information 

available vis this link https://www.facebook.com/groups/2996393473964629/].  

If parents/carers have any general queries about uniform, they should contact the relevant Year 

Office in the first instance. 

Punctuality 

Students are expected to move swiftly around the building at change of lessons. A small number of 

students in each year group deliberately take a longer route to their next lesson in order to socialise 

with friends. Where students are repeatedly arriving late, they will be staying behind after school.  

You can view your child’s punctuality via ClassCharts. If we have concerns regarding your child’s 

punctuality to lessons, the relevant year team will be in touch.  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2996393473964629/


 

External Examinations 

Examination boards have now released information about the forthcoming examination series. 

Parents/carers of students in exam years should note the start and end dates but students will 

receive individual timetables at a later date once all entries are finalised.  

• GCSE examinations for Year 11 students start on Thursday 8 May and end on Thursday 19 
June 

• Post-16 examinations start on Monday 12 May and end on Friday 20 June 

• Year 10 RE exams take place on Tuesday 13 May and end on Wednesday 21 May  

For all students [GCSE and A Level] there are some exam contingency dates which will be used if 

there is a problem at a national level with the scheduling of exams on their original dates. The 

contingency dates have never been needed before but students have to be available to sit exams on 

the contingency days in the unlikely event of a national problem. 

Contingency dates: Thursday 6 June [all day], Thursday 13 June [from 1pm] and Wednesday, 26 June 

all day. 

Events 

Our students have taken part in a range of activities since the start of this term:  

• A number of Year 12 students have completed First Aid courses since January 2025. 

• Post-16 students in our three LEAP Teams traded at the Valentine’s Fair at the Merrion Centre in 

Leeds on Saturday 8 February. Adorn [selling scented candles and tote bags], Bundles [selling gift 

boxes of fluffy socks & hand cream] and Wrapify [selling teddies & Toblerone] were represented 

in full force and sold lots of gifts. 

• Year 9 students have participated in a Careers Networking event involving several employers in 

the area. 

• Year 9 students have completed the first stages of the Guided Choice process. 

• In January, several Year 12 students entered the Ethics Cup, debating against various schools in 

Sheffield. They didn’t win the event but the argument - the ethics of crime dramas and the ethics 

of exchanging gifts - was fast and furious.  

• About 100 KS3 students participated in our recent production of Matilda. It was a fabulous event 

and students had a great time entertaining us.  

• The Junior Leadership Team [JLT] is reviewing the uniform requirements for next year and 

discussing the feedback from parents, staff and students regarding cafeteria provision. 

• Students [Years 10-13] enjoyed a History visit to Berlin over February half term and students 

[Years 9-13] had a great time on the Spanish visit to Malaga in February. 

• There have been various netball, cricket, climbing competitions this year where students have 

displayed excellent determination and competitiveness.  

 

 

 



 

Calendar Dates 

Please note the following events which take place leading up to the Easter holidays: 

Monday 24 February  - Y 8 HPV vaccinations 

Tuesday 25 February   - GCSE Geography visit to Holbeck 

Thursday 27 February   - Y12 Subject Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm online  

w/c Monday 3 March  - Y11 Mock exams start 

Tuesday 4 March   - P16 Visit to Elliott Hudson College 8.30am-12pm  

Thursday 6 March  - World Book Day 

w/c Monday 10 March  - Y12 Cumbria Visit [Geography] 

Wednesday 13 March  - Parents’ Forum 6-7.15pm. All welcome 

Thursday 14 March  - GCSE Drama performance from 4pm 

Thursday 13 - 15 March  - Y 11 Silver Duke of Edinburgh practice 

Monday 17 March  - Y10 students watch a theatre performance, ‘Inside Out.’  

Monday 17 March   - Golf Competition at Howley Hall (select students) 8am-3pm  

Tuesday 18 March  - Sports Leaders Event [selected students Y7-9] 

Wednesday 19 March  - A Level Drama performances from 5pm 

Thursday 20 March   - Anne Frank Trust Annual Youth Conference (select Y9) 

Thursday 20 - 22 March  - Y12 Silver Duke of Edinburgh practice 

Thursday 20 March  - Theatre Visit, ‘Animal Farm’ West Yorkshire Playhouse 

Thursday 27 March  - Theatre Visit, ‘North by Northwest’ York Theatre 

Friday 28 March  - Y10 RE Mock  

Friday 28 March  - Y9 DTP/MMR Mop up vaccinations 

Sunday 30 March   - Leeds Rhino First Direct Arena  

w/b 31 March   - Progress Review information home for Y 11 & Y13 this week 

Monday 31 March   - Sports Leaders Event [selected students Y7-9] 

Tuesday 1 April   - Governing Body meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 1 April   - Spring Music Recital 7pm. 

Friday 4 April   - Leeds Beckett Sports Festival [Y8/9] 

Friday 4 April    - Year 9 & 11 Photos  

Friday 4 April    - Term ends for Easter 

Monday 21 April   - Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 22 April  - Term starts 

Thursday 24 April  - Y12 Next Steps Evening 

Thursday 24 April  - GCSE MFL speaking exams start 



 

Thank you for your continued support. Please note we finish for Easter on Friday 4 April.  

Kind regards  

 

Elaine Silson 

Headteacher 


