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The Curriculum

Students will continue to study the following in Year 10 and 11:

•English Language and English Literature (2 separate GCSEs)
•Maths
•Science (combined or separate Sciences)
•The language they currently study (French, Spanish or Punjabi)
•Humanities (they need to chose History or Geography or both)
•Core PE
•PSE

S T U D E N T S  W I L L  T H E N  S E L E C T  2  N E W  O P T I O N S

All of the courses above will be examined at the end of Year 11 with 
the exception of Core PE and PSE. 

Students will continue to study RE throughout Year 10 and then their
G C S E  R E  e x a m  w i l l  b e  s a t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  Ye a r  1 0 .

or

Option 1 Option 2

Year 11 Examined Subjects

Year 10 Examined Subject

GCSE RE



Can my chi ld drop History,  Geography or 

the language that they currently study?

No*. They are part of our core curriculum.

Students have studied them for 3 years and are well prepared (like with 
English, Maths and Science)

To study certain courses after Yr11 students might find they need GCSE 
History or Geography or a language

New courses can be picked up at any point including Post-16

They don’t have to continue both History and Geography

Humanities and languages are no longer less accessible  



Points to note about Languages

Art
Business
Child Development
Computer Science
Construction
Craft & Design
Creative iMedia
Drama
Food Preparation & Nutrition
French (from scratch)

Geography
History
Hospitality & Catering
Music
PE (GCSE)
Photography
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish (from scratch)

A small number of students 
CURRENTLY do not study a 

Language

Students will continue 
additional literacy lessons in 

place of this but will still have 2 
options

If a student has studied a 
language in Year 7-9, they can 
pick up an additional language 

from scratch as well as their 
current language course if they 

want to

If a student currently studies 
French, they cannot choose 

to change to Spanish instead, 
but could choose to study 
Spanish as well as French

Students will have to chose between History or Geography on their form

HOWEVER, if they want to continue both, they can choose History, then 
choose Geography as one of their 2 options (or vice-versa) 

Points to note about Humanities



How do students f i l l  in  their  choices?

*Everyone will continue:

History or Geography
+

French, Spanish or Punjabi

OPTION choice
Select TWO of:

• Art

• Business

• Child Development
• Computer Science
• Construction
• Creative iMedia
• Drama
• Food & Nutrition
• French (from scratch)
• Geography

Via the Operoo link sent to 
parent/carers

• History

• Hospitality and Catering

• Music
• PE /Sport
• Photography
• Psychology
• Sociology
• Spanish (from scratch)
• Textiles

Option 1 Option 2



The form (Operoo)

Please select either History or Geography - If you want to study both, you need to select 
one here, then the other one from the long list of options when asked to select your 2 
options

Options

We will do our best to assign students their first choices of course but you will need to 
make a reserve choice just in case one of your two choices is full, unable to run (if too few 
students select a particular course) or clashes with their other choice.

When you click the drop down lists below a search bar will appear for you to type the 
course name in (e.g. start typing "soc" to find sociology)

Option 1

Option 2 

If I can’t study one of my preferred options my reserve choice is

Parent/carers need to login in to Operoo
but the form is for students to complete



What happens now?

Assembly to explain the 
Guided Choices process

Monday 13 January

Students and parents/carers 
receive the ‘Guided Choices’ 

handbook
Wednesday 15 January

Students can talk to the following 
people to discuss their options: 

• Coaches
• Subject teachers & leaders
• Year Teams & Progress Leads
• Parents/carers

Students submit choices via 
Operoo

Deadline: Fri 31 Jan

Decisions made 
about how many 

classes are 
needed for each 

subject

Students are 
assigned their 

options

Change 
request 

Window 1

Options are 
finalised for all 

students and the 
timetable is 

written

Change request 
Window 2

After 
completing 2 
weeks of new 

courses!

Guided Choices evening-
presentation to parent/carers 

Monday 20 January

During timetabled PSE lessons 
students will have access to 

presentations about the courses 
and advice about how to decide



How should students  decide which subjects  to  p ick?

Things to consider:

• What they enjoy

• History or Geography or both?

• What they are good at

• Potential careers & post 16/college courses

• How the work is assessed (coursework/exam)

• NOT what their friends are taking

If they are unsure there are lots of people to help:

REMEMBER

Students will be in this option 

for two years so consider all 

choices carefully! 

Mrs MellorMr Odu 
& Year 9 Team

Their Coach /
Subject Teachers

Parents/CarersMiss Albordaini
(Careers)



FAQ’s from students

• Am I guaranteed to get given both my option choices?

We will try our very best

Software will set up blocks based on your choices

It will maximise the number of people getting both their choices

You do need a reserve choice in case your 2 choices clash or some 
subjects are very full

Block A

Block B

Block C

Block D



FAQ’s from students

• Can I change my options at any time?

No, you can’t. You can only request to change options during one of the two Change 
Request Windows (dates). 

• If I make a request to change, am I guaranteed to get my new preferred choice?

No. We will try our best if your request is appropriate and made before the deadline 
but some courses may be full or may not work on the timetable with your other 
subjects.

• When will I find out what options I’ve got?

This won’t happen straight away. It takes time to make sure as many people as possible 
in Y10-13 get the options they want.



Student FAQ’s

• Can I drop something at the end of Year 10?

This is unlikely. If one of your courses is not going well at the end of Year 10 and you 
would benefit from doing additional English and Maths we will look at this moving 
into Year 11. It’s important you try your best to make options work so you achieve a 
range of qualifications

• Can I request to swap classes so that I can be with my friends or be in a specific 
teacher’s class?

No. We cannot write the timetable based on who wants to be in each class and it 
wouldn’t be fair to let one person do this if we can’t do it for everyone.

• If there are only 2 subjects I like the look of, shall I leave the reserve choice
blank?

No, you must pick a reserve in case you don’t get one of your choices.



Student FAQ’s

• If I study triple science, does this count as one of my options?

No. Science lessons continue as normal and these are not part of your two options.
You will find out in Year 10 whether you’re doing triple or combined Science and
more about these courses. You don’t need to worry about that as part of Guided
Choices.

• If I want to study a language I speak at home (other than Panjabi, French or
Spanish) e.g. Polish, would this count as one of my options?

No. We do not have lessons/classes for home languages.

If you would like to take a GCSE in your home language you can see Miss Sixsmith
(she will speak to you all in Year 10 about this). We can enter you for the exam, but
it would not be part of your school timetable. Sometimes people sit home language
GCSEs in Year 10 to spread out their exams (as they already have a lot of exams in
Year 11).


