
Curr icu lum overv iew :  

Y10  Psychology

Students study 8 units including:
• Perception: How do we make sense of information? How do illusions work?
• Memory: why do we remember certain things? Why isn’t our recall always 

accurate?
• Social Influence: Why do people follow orders, even when they go against our 

morals?
• Development: Impact of learning on development.
• Psychological Problems: Understanding mental illnesses such as depression and 

addiction
• Research Methods: Different methods of investigation and how psychologists 

have studied phenomena. 

Allerton High School
Enabling young people to achieve success

Mixed ability 
classes

5 lessons per fortnight 1 assessment each 
half term

What examination are we preparing for?

Qualification:
GCSE

Exam board:
AQA

Number of papers:
2

Key information:
Psychology is a non-tiered subject, so all students will take the same two exams. .
Psychology is a subject which allows students to:

o Enhance their critical thinking skills
o Broaden and deepen their knowledge and understanding of human 

behaviour and how the mind works
o Practice the skills required for further study in P16
o Gain some experience of studying human behaviour

The GCSE exam is composed of 2 papers, as outlined below:

Paper 1 - Unit 1
• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 100 marks on 4 units
• multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks per unit)
* both papers are equally weighted

Paper 2 - Unit 2
• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 100 marks on 4 units
• multiple choice, short answer and 

extended writing (25 marks per unit)
* both papers are equally weighted

Extra curricular/enrichment/further study opportunities:
Online textbook and research articles


