
Curr icu lum overv iew:  Y10  Music

In Year 10 students study:
Area of study 1: Introduction to Forms and Devices
Area of study 2: Introduction to Music for Ensemble
Area of study 3: Introduction to Film Music
Area of study 4: Introduction to Popular Music
Introduction to the prepared extracts – Badinerie by J. S. Bach and Africa by 
Toto
Performing: Class performances of Badinerie and Africa (by Toto), plus other 
solo or ensemble performance (one each from AoS1 and AoS4)
Composing: Composing sketch book: understanding melody, rhythm, chords 
and development of musical ideas

Allerton High School
Enabling young people to achieve success

Mixed ability 
classes

5 lessons
per fortnight

1 assessment each 
half term

What examination are we preparing for?

Extra curricular/enrichment/further study opportunities:

Music venue visits  / London and Liverpool Music Visits / Whole school 
production / Various after school performances

Qualification:
GCSE

Exam board:
Eduqas

Number of papers
(Components): 3

Key information:
Performing (playing music) on your own and in a group. This could be in any style, on 
any instrument or voice, including DJ skills, rapping, singing, band and orchestral 
instruments.
Exploring how great pieces of music were put together, then when you have learnt 
some of the techniques, composing your own music. This could involve using 
computer software, writing for a specific purpose, writing songs etc.
Listening to a variety of music and learning how to identify the facts about what you 
hear. You will already have heard about the elements of music in your Key Stage 3 
lessons. At GCSE you focus on how these are used for different purposes.

Unit 1 – Performing – during 

Year 11 – solo OR ensemble

(student choice) Teacher

assessed, externally moderated, 

30%.

Unit 2 – Composing -

Year 11 - Teacher

assessed, externally 

moderated, 30%.

Unit 3 – Appraising -

May Year 11 Externally 

assessed written exam,

40%.


