
Curr icu lum overv iew :

French ( f rom scratch)

Allerton High School
Enabling young people to achieve success

An additional 
language option

5 lessons per 
fortnight

1 assessment per 
half term

What examination are we preparing for?

Qualification:
GCSE

Exam board:
AQA

Number of papers:
4

Key information:
Students will learn the key Grammar, Vocabulary and Phonics of the new 
language within the content of the three key themes. Classes are usually small, 
which enables students to make rapid progress and outcomes are always 
excellent.

French is a tiered subject, so students will either be entered for Foundation tier 
(grades 1-5) or Higher tier (grades 4-9). The GCSE exam is composed of 4 
papers, as outlined below:

Foundation Tier
• Paper 1 – Listening (35 mins)
• Paper 2 – Speaking (7-9 mins)
• Paper 3 – Reading (45 mins)
• Paper 4 – Writing (70 mins)
*all 4 papers are equally weighted

Higher Tier
• Paper 1 – Listening (45 mins)
• Paper 2 – Speaking (10-12 mins)
• Paper 3 – Reading (60 mins)
• Paper 4 – Writing (75 mins)
*all 4 papers are equally weighted

Extra curricular/enrichment opportunities:  Students will have the 
opportunity to attend our biennial visit to France, and will benefit 
from sessions with Paola, our French language assistant.

Students can choose to study French as a new option, in addition to the 
language they are currently studying i.e. Spanish/Panjabi. This will be an 
intensive course, taught from scratch over two years, and is suitable for 
able and enthusiastic linguists.

The GCSE focuses on three key themes:
• People and lifestyle
• Popular culture
• Communication and the world around us


